
City of Clifton
City Council

Regular Meeting Agenda
September 2, 2025

6:30 PM

WORK SESSION

I. PRESENTATION / HEARING / CONFERENCE APPEARANCE(S)

Forensic Audit - Joseph Sarno, HFA

II. ACTION ITEMS

A- 1 Authorization to Approve Tax Collector to Lien Properties and Bill Property
Owners and Collect for Reimbursement of Expenditures made by City of
Clifton for Emergency Order Clean-ups (R441-25)

A- 2 90 Kingsland Avenue, VK Acquisitions VI, LLC - City Engineer Recommends
Release of Performance Bonds and Escrow for Project Completion (R442-25)

A- 3 Third Street Sidewalk and Curb Improvements (NJDOT State Aid) - City
Engineer Requests Permission to Advertise for Bids (R443-25)

A- 4 Authorization to Approve the Advertisement of Notice of Intent to Procure
Upfitting of New Deputy Chief Tour Commander Vehicle GM Tahoe off the
HGAC National Cooperative (R444-25)

A- 5 Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise A request for Proposal for
Financial Advisory Services For the City of Clifton for year 2026 (R445-25)

A- 6 Authorization to Approve the Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Municipal Auditing Services for Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2025
(R446-25)

A- 7 Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise Request of Proposal for
Bond Counsel Services for City of Clifton for Year 2026 (R447-25)

A- 8 Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for
Psychological Evaluation Services for the City of Clifton for 2026 (R448-25)

A- 9 Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for
Professional Medical Services for the City of Clifton for year 2026 (R449-25)

A- 10 Authorization to Approve Salary Adjustment for Chief Financial Officer (R450-
25)

A- 11 Authorization to Approve to Enter into an Agreement with NJ Transit
Corporation Concerning the Construction of Watermain and Sanitary Sewer
Line on Property Owned by New Jersey Transit Corporation (R451-25)

A- 12 Authorization to Approve Amended Sewer Connection Fees Ordinance



(O8030-25)
A- 13 Authorization to Approve an Ordinance for Landscaper Vegetative Waste

Disposal Fees (O8031-25)

A- 14 Authorization to Approve a Procession Permit for SS Cyril and Methodius
Church on October 26, 2025

III. DISCUSSION ITEMS/NEW BUSINESS

D- 1 Chief Financial Officer - Corrective Action Plan for Forensic Audit Reports of
2019 and 2023 Years

D- 2 Proposed New Bed Bug Ordinance - Chapter 273

IV. COUNCIL MAIL

CM- 1 Budget Adoption Letter From the State of New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs

CM- 2 Chief Financial Officer Will be Absent for the September 16, 2025 City Council
Meeting

CM- 3 Request from the NJDOT for In-Person Public Information Center for the
Route 3, Passaic Avenue & Ward Avenue Intersection Improvements Project

CM- 4 Candyland Overview

V. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS / CLOSED SESSION

CON-1 Personnel
CON-2 Personnel
CON-3 Litigation - Update of Liability Claims Files Against City of Clifton - Geeland,

LLC v. City of Clifton, et al., Docket No.: PAS-L-2478-25

REGULAR MEETING

I. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / INVOCATION / PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

II. PUBLIC HEARING

Clifton Public Housing Agency - 2026 Annual Plan

III. PRESENTATION

Proclamation ~ 2025 Disability Voting Rights Week - September 8-12, 2025

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of Workshop Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2025
Approval of Executive Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2025
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2025

V. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER

C- 1 Wilbert Mesta, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00 hourly,



effective September 4, 2025.
C- 2 Kenneth Mascuch, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00

hourly, effective September 4, 2025.
C- 3 Joshua Cruz, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00 hourly,

effective September 4, 2025.
C- 4 Rachel Reigottie, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00

hourly, effective September 4, 2025.
C- 5 Elizabeth Lugo, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00 hourly,

effective September 4, 2025.
C- 6 Britnee Iz, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00 hourly,

effective September 4, 2025.
C- 7 John Gaspar, Public Safety, hired as Firefighter, at $44,486.00 annually,

effective September 1, 2025.
C- 8 Carlos Marin, Public Safety, hired as Firefighter, at $44,486.00 annually,

effective September 1, 2025.

VI. COMMUNICATIONS - MEETING MINUTES

C- 9 Meeting Minutes of Advisory Board of Recreation on June 23, 2025
C- 10 Meeting Minutes of Clifton Arts Center Advisory on July 28, 2025

VII. ORDINANCE - SECOND READING

O- 8019-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 439 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Vehicles and Traffic," More Particularly Section
439-10 Thereof, Entitled "Stopping or Standing Prohibited During Certain
Hours on Certain Streets (Adds No Stopping or Standing Zone on Valley
Road)

O- 8020-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 349 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Permit Parking on Residential Streets and
Municipal Lots," Article I, Entitled "Residential Streets", More Particularly
Section 349-2, Thereof, Entitled "Restricted Streets" (Harrison Place)

O- 8021-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 189 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Canvassing and Soliciting" More Particularly
Section 189-3, Entitled "Fees"

O- 8022-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 223 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Fees", More Particularly Section 223-30, Entitled
"Accident Reports" (Amends Fee for Printed Reports)

O- 8023-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 347 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Parking of Truck Tractors, Trailers and Buses,"
More Particularly Section 34-2 Thereof, Entitled "Parking Prohibited Certain
Hours; Permit for Recreational Vehicle" (Amends Fee for Recreational Vehicle
Permit)

O- 8024-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 223 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Fees," More Particularly Section 223-4, Entitled
"Letters of Good Conduct" (Amends Fee for Background Checks)

O- 8025-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 223 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Fees", More Particularly Section 223-10, Entitled
"Driveway Striping" (Amends Fee for Striping of Driveways)



O- 8026-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 349 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Permit Parking on Residential Streets and
Municipal Lots," More Particularly Sections 349-7 Thereof, Entitled
"Application for Permit; Fee; Term of Permits" (Amends Temporary Permit
Parking Fee)

O- 8027-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 133 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Alarm Devices" More Particularly Section 133-6,
Entitled "Registration Fees; Penalties for Failure to Register" (Revises
Minimum Fine)

O- 8028-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 215 of the Code of
the City of Clifton Entitled "Entertainment" at Section 25-7 Entitled
"Application for License" and Section 215-11 Entitled "Violations and
Penalties" (Adds Requirement that Certain Renewal Applications Must Provide
Notice to Property Owners Within 200 Feet of Establishment and Appear in
Person Before the Municipal Council and Increases Potential Penalty for a
Violation of this Chapter)

VIII. ORDINANCE - FIRST READING

O- 8029-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 273 of the Code of
the City of Clifton, Entitled "Housing Standards," More Particularly Section
273-25 Thereof, Entitled "Emergency Orders" (Amends the Administrative Fee)

O- 8030-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise, and Supplement Chapter 375 of the Code of
the City of Clifton Entitled "Sewer Connection Fee" (Increases Connection
Fee")

O- 8031-25 An Ordinance to Amend, Revise, and Supplement Chapter 296 of the Code of
the City of Clifton Entitled "Landscapers"

IX. FLOOR TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

X. CITY MANAGER PRIVILEGE/Respond to Public Questions

XI. COMMITTEE REPORTS

XII. COUNCIL PRIVILEGE

XIII. RESOLUTIONS

R 440-25 Resolution: Approve Claims List Resolution for the September 2, 2025, City
Council Meeting

R 441-25 Resolution Authorizing Tax Collector to Lien Properties and Bill Property
Owners and Collect for Reimbursement of Expenditures Made by City of
Clifton for emergency Order Clean-ups

R 442-25 Resolution Releasing Guarantees for Site Improvements: VK Acquistions VI,
LLC, 90 Kingsland Avenue Block 84.01, Lot 25.01

R 443-25 Resolution Authorizing Permission to Bid for Third Street Sidewalk and Curb
Improvements (NJDOT State Aid)

R 444-25 Resolution Authorizing Advertisement of Notice of Intent to Procure Upfitting
of New Deputy Chief Tour Commander Vehicle GM Tahoe off the HGAC
National Cooperative



R 445-25 Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for
Financial Advisory Services for City of Clifton for Year 2026

R 446-25 Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for
Municipal Auditing Services for Fiscal Year Ending in December 31, 2025

R 447-25 Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for
Bond Counsel Services for City of Clifton for Year 2026

R 448-25 Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for
Psychological Evaluation Services for the City of Clifton for 2026

R 449-25 Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for
Professional Medical Services for the City of Clifton for Year 2026

R 450-25 Resolution Authorizing Salary Adjustment for Chief Financial Officer
R 451-25 Resolution Authorizing the City of Clifton to Enter into an Agreement with New

Jersey Transit Corporation Concerning the Construction of Watermain and
Sanitary Sewer Line on Property Owned by the New Jersey Transit
Corporation

R 452-25 Resolution Approving Renewal of Entertainment License for Aruba Lounge
R 453-25 Resolution Authorizing Executive Session

XIV. LICENSES

L- 1 Golden Palace Chinese Restaurant
L- 2 Mennella's Marketplace
L- 3 El Pilon Restaurant
L- 4 Liquor Mart



ITEM NUMBER: 

ITEM NAME: Forensic Audit - Joseph Sarno, HFA
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: A- 1 

ITEM NAME: Authorization to Approve Tax Collector to Lien Properties and Bill
Property Owners and Collect for Reimbursement of Expenditures made
by City of Clifton for Emergency Order Clean-ups (R441-25)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
memo 8/27/2025 Cover Memo















ITEM NUMBER: A- 2 

ITEM NAME: 90 Kingsland Avenue, VK Acquisitions VI, LLC - City Engineer
Recommends Release of Performance Bonds and Escrow for Project
Completion (R442-25)

RECOMMENDATION: Approve

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Cover Memo 8/26/2025 Cover Memo



C:\Program Files (x86)\neevia.com\docConverterPro\temp\NVDC\7CDCBC89-1219-477E-9260-

1C91F7B37BE1\Clifton.30749.1.Memo_Performance_Bond_Release_082625.doc 

==================================================================== 
 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ENGINEER 
 

==================================================================== 
 

TO:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 
 

FROM: Michael J. Lardner, PE, CME 
 

CC:  Andrew Oddo, Legal 

  Joseph Kunz, CFO 

  Edith Mayton, Treasurer 
 

DATE:  August 26, 2025 
 

SUBJECT: VK Acquisitions VI, LLC – 90 Kingsland Avenue;  

Block 84.01, Lot 25.01 

==================================================================== 

Pursuant to a recent request by the Developer and subsequent correspondence from Neglia 

Engineering Associates, it appears that all work associated with the subject project has been 

completed. 

 

Presently, the City is holding a cash performance bond in the amount of $123,141.00 dedicated 

for public improvements and privately owned buffer landscaping.  In accordance with the 

Developer’s Agreement, the Developer has posted a two (2) year Maintenance Bond in the 

amount $18,471.15, or 15% of the total estimated cost of public improvements, privately owned 

buffer landscaping and stormwater management improvements. 

 

Accordingly, we have prepared a resolution recommending that this project be closed-out, and 

all remaining escrow funds be released to the Developer. 



ITEM NUMBER: A- 3 

ITEM NAME: Third Street Sidewalk and Curb Improvements (NJDOT State Aid) - City
Engineer Requests Permission to Advertise for Bids (R443-25)

RECOMMENDATION: Approve

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Cover Memo 8/27/2025 Cover Memo

NJDOT State Aid Award Letter 8/27/2025 Backup Material



C:\Program Files (x86)\neevia.com\docConverterPro\temp\NVDC\10FC48D1-2C63-4138-A070-

2E966C46C6E5\Clifton.30768.1.082725_Memo_Bid_Advertisement.doc 

============================================================================ 
 

MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ENGINEER 
 

=========================================================================== 
 

TO:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 
 

FROM: Michael J. Lardner, P.E., C.M.E. 
 

CC:  Joseph Kunz, CFO 

  Amish Jariwala, Purchasing Agent 

  Andrew Oddo, Esq., Legal 
     

DATE:  August 27, 2025 
 

SUBJECT: Third Street Sidewalk and Curb Improvements (NJDOT State Aid) 

Permission to Advertise for Bids 

===============================================================   

The plans and specifications for the construction of the Third Street Sidewalk and Curb 

Improvements (NJDOT State Aid) project are complete, and we are hereby requesting 

authorization to advertise for bids.  In accordance with our State Aid Agreement, this 

project needs to be awarded by October 31, 2025 with construction anticipated to start in 

the Spring of 2026.  Please note that this project will be funded through NJDOT Local 

Aid FY24 grant funding, award letter attached.    

 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

 

The Third Street Sidewalk and Curb Improvements (NJDOT State Aid) project includes 

the construction of handicapped curb ramps, the replacement of concrete curbs, 

sidewalks, driveway aprons, final restoration, cleanup and tree planting on Third Street 

from Clifton Avenue to Piaget Avenue. 

 

We have prepared a resolution requesting permission to advertise for bids.  Kindly add 

this to the agenda of the next meeting of the City Council for authorization. 



 

“IMPROVING LIVES BY IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION”
New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer • Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 P.O. Box 600

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600

PHILIP D. MURPHY
Governor

DIANE GUTIERREZ-SCACCETTI
Commissioner

TAHESHA L. WAY
Lt. Governor

November 1, 2023

The Honorable Raymond Grabowski
Mayor, Clifton City
900 Clifton Avenue
Clifton City, New Jersey 07013

Dear Mayor Grabowski,

I am pleased to inform you that Clifton City has been selected to receive funding from the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation’s (NJDOT) Fiscal Year 2024 Municipal Aid Program for LA-2024 MA Clifton City  Third Street 
Pedestrian Safety Improvements 16 in the amount of $339,500.00.

NJDOT’s Municipal Aid Program is a very competitive program. This year the Department received 600 
applications requesting more than $384 million. There is $161.25 million available in funds for this program from 
the Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) supported by the State gas tax. 

As part of the Department’s Commitment to Communities, NJDOT provides statewide assistance for local 
governments for improvements to and preservation of the local transportation network.  This network makes up 
about 90 percent of New Jersey’s roadways. The successful completion of your project will help achieve this goal 
and provide your constituents and everyone that uses local roads a transportation system that provides the mobility 
they deserve. 

Should you have any questions regarding your grant, please contact the NJDOT Local Aid District Office in your 
area. 

District 1 - Mt. Arlington – 973-810-9120 District 3 - Trenton – 609-963-2020 
District 2 - Newark - 862-350-5730              District 4 - Cherry Hill - 856-414-8414

Again, thank you for your support of this program and good luck with your project. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti
Commissioner

cc: Municipal Clerk; Municipal Engineer



ITEM NUMBER: A- 4 

ITEM NAME: Authorization to Approve the Advertisement of Notice of Intent to Procure
Upfitting of New Deputy Chief Tour Commander Vehicle GM Tahoe off
the HGAC National Cooperative (R444-25)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo from Fire Department 8/27/2025 Cover Memo

HGAC Quote 8/27/2025 Cover Memo

Cover letter from 10-75 Emergency Vehicle 8/27/2025 Cover Memo







Contract
No.: AM10-23 Date

Prepared: 8/20/2025

Buying
Agency: Contractor:

Contact
Person:

Prepared
By:

Phone: Phone:

Fax: Fax:

Email: Email:

Product 
Description

101,247.00$  

Cost Cost

-$59,095.00

$1,671.43

$1,650.00

$890.00

$2,500.00

        Subtotal B: (52,383.57)$   

Cost Cost

Subtotal C: 0

0%

1 48,863.43$    = Subtotal D: 48,863.43$    

Subtotal E: 1,000.00$      

Cost Cost

-$2,063.43

Subtotal F: (2,063.43)$     

47,800.00$    Delivery Date: G. Total Purchase Price (D+E+F): 

F. Trade-Ins / Special Discounts / Other Allowances / Freight / Installation / Miscellaneous Charges

Description Description

discount

E. H-GAC Order Processing Charge (Amount Per Current Policy)

Subtotal From Additional Sheet(s): 

Check: Total cost of Customization Categories (C) cannot exceed 25% of the total of the Base 
Unit Price plus Published Options (A+B). For this transaction the percentage is: 

D. Total Cost Before Any Applicable Trade-In / Other Allowances / Discounts (A+B+C)

Quantity Ordered: X   Subtotal of A + B + C: 

Description Description

Add 20A Super Auto-Eject Shoreline (installed, specify color of 

Installation of laptop mount and docking station

Subtotal From Additional Sheet(s): 

C. Customization Category Totals - Itemize below / Attach additional sheet(s) if necessary.
(Note: Customization options are "manufacturer non-standard options" which were submitted and priced in Contractors's proposal.)

LOW FREQUENCY SIREN: Wired to siren

Add 1800W Inverter with Built-in Transfer Switch (installed)

Delete Tahoe 4X4 LS, gas

973-556-5729 ext 703

877-614-7187

mpressler@cliftonnj.org rdodd@1075vehicles.com

A. Product Item Base Unit Price Per Contractor's H-GAC Contract:

B. Published Options - Itemize below - Attach additional sheet(s) if necessary.
(Note: Published Options are "manufacturer standard options" which were submitted and priced in Contractor's proposal.)

Description Description

GM Tahoe, Command Vehicle, Console, Rear Command Cabinet, LED Lighting Package

CONTRACT PRICING WORKSHEET
For MOTOR VEHICLES Only

Due to global supply chain constraints, any delivery date contained herein is a good faith estimate as of the date of this 
order/contract. As needed, delivery updates will be provided as soon as possible.  

City of Clifton 1075 Emergency Lighting L.L.C. d.b.a 10-75 Emergency Vehic

Mike Pressler Ryan Dodd

mailto:mpressler@cliftonnj.org
mailto:mpressler@cliftonnj.org
mailto:mpressler@cliftonnj.org
mailto:rdodd@1075vehicles.com
mailto:rdodd@1075vehicles.com
mailto:rdodd@1075vehicles.com
mailto:mpressler@cliftonnj.org
mailto:rdodd@1075vehicles.com


 

 

August 20, 2025 
 
City of Clifton 
900 Clifton Avenue 
Clifton, NJ 07011 
 
I appreciate your interest in purchasing a new vehicle through the Houston-Galveston Area Council (HGAC) 
cooperative purchasing program.  
 
This letter serves as the quote under the HGAC Contract AM10-23. We used the base model 10-75-PU-COM-
FD Ford, Command, Console, Rear Cap Topper, Rear Slide-Out Command Center, LED Lighting Package for 
this unit. 
 
According to the regulations established under the HGAC program, we modified the base model to meet your 
departmental requirements. 10-75 is offering an HGAC total price of $47,800.00. 
 
This apparatus would have a delivery time of approximately twenty-six weeks from receipt of the chassis at our 
facility. 
 
With the HGAC process, since the agreement terms have already been negotiated between the vendors and 
HGAC, there is no need for a separate contract. Please issue a PO to the following: 
 
1075 Emergency Lighting LLC 
14 1st Ave, Unit 3 
Haskell, NJ 07420 
 
Please reference HGAC Contract AM10-23, which includes the base model 10-75-PU-COM-FD Ford, 
Command, Console, Rear Cap Topper, Rear Slide-Out Command Center, LED Lighting Package, and options. 
 
The contract terms are as follows: 40% down at the time of the order, 40% upon arrival of the chassis or trailer, 
and the balance, including all additions, is to be paid in full upon completion and acceptance of the unit. Once 
an order is placed and plans are approved, the order cannot be canceled. 
 
10-75 would then send a copy of the official HGAC pricing worksheet and a copy of the Purchase Order to the 
HGAC, where they would issue an order confirmation. We would also coordinate all paperwork with the 
manufacturer to start the order. We will also provide you with a copy of the official HGAC pricing worksheet for 
your records. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us directly. 
 
Ryan Dodd 
Vice President of Operations 



ITEM NUMBER: A- 5 

ITEM NAME: Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise A request for Proposal
for Financial Advisory Services For the City of Clifton for year 2026
(R445-25)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo from Purchasing 8/28/2025 Cover Memo



 

City of Clifton 
Finance Department 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 
 
From:  Amisha J. Jariwala, QPA   
 
Date:  August 28, 2025 
 
Re: Permission to solicit proposals for Financial Advisory Services for 2026 
 
Attached please find a Resolution of the Mayor and Municipal Council authorizing permission to 
advertise a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Financial Advisory Services for the City of Clifton for 
the year 2026. 
 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq., the City requires the professional services of a qualified 
Financial Advisor to provide expert guidance on financial planning, debt management, and related 
municipal financial matters. 
 
The Resolution authorizes the Purchasing Agent to: 
 

 Advertise a Notice to Proposers in the City’s official legal newspaper. 
 Receive proposals in accordance with the applicable statutes. 
 Ensure that the solicitation process is conducted in a fair, competitive, and transparent 

manner consistent with all applicable laws and regulations. 
 

This item is respectfully submitted for placement on the next Council agenda. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Amisha J. Jariwala, QPA 
Qualified Purchasing Agent 



ITEM NUMBER: A- 6 

ITEM NAME: Authorization to Approve the Permission to Advertise a Request for
Proposal for Municipal Auditing Services for Fiscal Year Ending
December 31, 2025 (R446-25)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo from Purchasing 8/28/2025 Cover Memo



 

City of Clifton 

Finance Department 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 

 

From:  Amisha J. Jariwala, QPA   

 

Date:  August 28, 2025 

 

Re: Authorization for Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for Municipal 

Auditing Services for Fiscal Year Ending in December 31, 2025  

 

I request you to consider following for resolution during the September 2,2025 City Council 

Agenda, for authorization to advertise a request for proposal in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-

1 et seq. for Municipal Auditing Services for Fiscal Year Ending in December 31, 2025. 

 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq., the City requires the services of an independent auditing 

firm to conduct a comprehensive audit of its financial statements. This will ensure that the City’s 

financial operations are carried out in full compliance with applicable statutes, regulations, and 

best practices for transparency and accountability. 

 

The Resolution authorizes the Purchasing Agent to: 

 

• Advertise a Notice to Proposers in the City’s official legal newspaper; 

• Receive and review proposals in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq.; 

• Maintain compliance with the Local Public Contracts Law and related regulations under 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amisha J. Jariwala, QPA 

Qualified Purchasing Agent 



ITEM NUMBER: A- 7 

ITEM NAME: Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise Request of Proposal
for Bond Counsel Services for City of Clifton for Year 2026 (R447-25)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo from Purchasing 8/29/2025 Cover Memo



 

City of Clifton 

Finance Department 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 

 

From:  Amisha J. Jariwala, QPA   

 

Date:  August 29, 2025 

 

Re: Authorization for Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal for Bond 

Counsel Services for year 2026 

 

I request you to consider following for resolution during the September 2,2025 City Council 

Agenda, for authorization to advertise a request for proposal in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-

1 et seq. for Bond Counsel Services for Year 2026. 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq., the City requires the professional services of a 

qualified Bond Counsel to provide legal advice and assistance related to the issuance of bonds 

and other municipal financial matters. 

The Resolution authorizes the Purchasing Agent to: 

• Advertise a Notice to Proposers in the City’s official legal newspaper; 

• Receive proposals in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law; 

• Ensure that the solicitation process is carried out in a fair, competitive, and transparent 

manner consistent with all applicable statutes and regulations. 

This Resolution is respectfully submitted for placement on the next Council agenda. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amisha J. Jariwala, QPA 

Qualified Purchasing Agent 



ITEM NUMBER: A- 8 

ITEM NAME: Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Psychological Evaluation Services for the City of Clifton for 2026
(R448-25)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo from Purchasing 8/29/2025 Cover Memo



 

City of Clifton 
Finance Department 

ajariwala@cliftonnj.org 
 
 
 

 
 INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 
 
From:  Amisha Jariwala, Purchasing Agent   
 
Date:  August 29,2025 
 
Re: Permission to solicit request of proposals for the Psychological Evaluation 

Services for the City of Clifton. 
 
I am writing to request your permission to solicit proposals for Psychological Evaluation Services 
for the City of Clifton for the year 2026. 
 
These services are vital for supporting the mental health and well-being of our employees and 
ensuring a safe and productive work environment. By issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP), we 
aim to identify qualified providers who can deliver these essential evaluations effectively. 
 
I propose that we move forward with this solicitation process to ensure we have ample time to 
evaluate proposals and select a vendor that best meets our needs. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. Please let me know if you have any questions or require 
further information. 
 
A resolution appears on the agenda. 
 
Thank you.     
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amisha J. Jariwala 
Qualified Purchasing Agent    
   



ITEM NUMBER: A- 9 

ITEM NAME: Authorization to Approve Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Professional Medical Services for the City of Clifton for year 2026
(R449-25)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo from Purchasing 8/29/2025 Cover Memo



 

City of Clifton 

Finance Department 
ajariwala@cliftonnj.org 

 

 

 

 

 INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 

 

From:  Amisha Jariwala, Purchasing Agent   

 

Date:  August 29,2025 

 

Re: Permission to solicit request of proposals for the Professional Medical Services 

for the City of Clifton. 

 

I am writing to seek your approval to advertise a Request for Proposals (RFP) for Professional 

Medical Services specifically for pre-employment physicals for new employees for the year 2026. 

 

Conducting comprehensive pre-employment physicals is crucial for ensuring that new hires meet 

the health standards necessary for their positions. By initiating this RFP process, we aim to identify 

qualified medical professionals who can provide these essential services efficiently and 

effectively. 

 

I propose that we move forward with the advertisement to attract a diverse array of candidates, 

allowing us to select the best possible vendor for our needs. The timeline for this process will 

facilitate a thorough evaluation of proposals in advance of the 2026 hiring cycle. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or require further information. I look forward to your 

favorable consideration of this request. 

 

A resolution appears on the agenda. 

 

Thank you.     

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Amisha J. Jariwala 

Qualified Purchasing Agent    
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CITY OF CLIFTON 

FINANCE OFFICE 
 

TO:  Gary DeMarzo, City Manager 

 

CC:  Mayor and City Council 

  City Counsel 

  City Auditors 

 

DATE: August 28, 2025 

 

FROM: Joseph Kunz, Chief Financial Officer 

 

RE:  Forensic Audit Report of 2019 and 2023 Years - Dated July 15, 2025 

 

 I read through the draft Forensic Reports of 2019 and 2023 Years when I first received the 

Report from the City Manager on July 18, 2025.  This was sent at the same time the City Council 

received a copy of the draft report. As I read this report, and many of the other professional reports 

the City has received lately, we are doing a good job for the City and our residents.   

 

There are no major financial issues with the financial records of the City, and certainly no 

criminal wrongdoing or neglect.  Many of the findings and recommendations are all in line with 

proper financial practices and budgeting within the City’s City Manager form of Government.   

 

  However, after reading the Draft Report, I had several questions and or issues as to the 

draft findings and recommendations contained in this Report.  These questions/issues were 

forwarded to various departments as well as the City Manager by Tuesday, July 22, 2025. 

 

We especially took issue with the healthcare Chapter 78 calculation draft finding from the 

Forensic Auditor.  As well as the COVID-19 relief documentation.  As a result, the City Manager 

forwarded these concerns to the Forensic Auditor for clarification.  Since the Forensic Auditor 

never sat with me and discussed any issues or documentation items of concern before preparing or 

finalizing the report, I am unsure how these findings/recommendations were reached.  Ordinarily, 

a proper statutory audit would include meetings and documentation review.  A Forensic Audit 

would be even more comprehensive. 

 

With respect to the COVID-19 relief documentation, please note that the Forensic Auditor 

never asked or reviewed this documentation.  Such a finding is mistaken and without any basis, as 

I have three, three-ring binders confirming that utilization of all COVID-19 relief funds was 

properly documented and timely reported to the Federal and State agencies in accordance with 

applicable law. 

 

With respect to the healthcare Chapter 78 calculation, the Forensic Auditor failed to answer 

any of the questions or concerns I had with the finding before issuing the Final Report to the City 

Council.  Since these questions and concerns were never answered by the Forensic Auditor, I 
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cannot accurately answer some of the findings and recommendations, like Chapter 78 Health Care 

Deductions. 

 

 Our hope was to discuss the issues I saw with the Forensic Auditor prior to the Final Report 

being issued to accurately understand their findings and recommendations, and clear-up any 

discrepancies or gaps in the information.   

 

 I also shared the 2024 Statutory Audit and the recent Standard & Poor’s Credit Rating 

Report with the Forensic Auditors to hopefully have them update some of their exhibits in the 

Final version of their report.   

 

Knowing I was going on an extended vacation, on Saturday, July 26, 2025, I created a 

preliminary “Corrective Action Plan”, that I shared with the City Manager. 

 

To my disbelief, when I returned from vacation on August 19, 2025, the City Council 

already took action to accept the final Forensic Report at their August 19, 2025 City Council 

Meeting (D-2).  None of my questions or concerns were answered before the Forensic Audit Report 

was finalized by the Auditor and accepted by the City Council.  Nothing changed between the draft 

report and the final report other than adding a Table of Contents.  

 

As a result, I have updated my original responses to the Findings and Recommendations in 

the Corrective Action Plan for the Forensic Report for 2019 and 2023 Years. 

 

 While this Forensic Audit Report was not statutory, and the request of the City Council for 

a Corrective Action Plan to address the Recommendations at the August 19, 2025 Council Meeting 

(D-2), I followed the same basic format as a Corrective Action Plan that the DLGS requires for a 

statutory audit, and the City Council is accustomed to.   

 

Since both the Statutory Audit and the Forensic Audit have both been on recent City 

Council Agendas, and the City Council approved the receipt of the 2024 Statutory Audit at the 

August 6, 2025 City Council Meeting with Resolution R394-25.  The Corrective Action Plan for 

our statutory audit was approved at the August 19, 2025 City Council Meeting with Resolution 

R426-25.  The Forensic Audit was only discussed at the August 19, 2025 City Council Meeting as 

Discussion Item D-2, and no Corrective Action Plan was yet given to the City Council. 

 

 I look forward to hearing what the Forensic Auditors have to say when they come to the 

next City Council Meeting.  Perhaps they can shed some light on the conclusions that they have 

arrived at. 
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FORENSIC REPORT 2019 & 2023 YEARS 

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

REPORT DATED 07/15/2025 
 

Budgets (Revenue & Appropriation) - Finding and Recommendations (I) 

Ia. Noncompliance with Fund Balance Policy and Opportunity for Improved Reserve Management (Page 18) 

 

Recommendation - To help stabilize the annual budget and minimize fluctuations, the City should adhere to the 

formal Fund Balance Policy adopted in 2014. Compliance with this policy will support consistent financial planning, 

preserve fiscal discipline, and enhance long-term budgetary stability. 

 

 One potential strategy to achieve greater budget stability—without reducing the level of services provided—

is through the strategic utilization of the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes appropriation. By aligning this 

reserve more closely with actual collection trends, the City may be able to smooth out year-to-year budget 

fluctuations while maintaining compliance with the Fund Balance Policy adopted in 2014. 

 

Comment: The Chief Financial Officer recommended that this policy be amended several times with the City 

Council to be more in line with historical usage.  The most recent attempt was at the March 10, 

2025, Budget Meeting (2), which included the draft Fund Balance policy amendments that were 

suggested in prior years.  Or budget within the confines of the Fund Balance Policy. 

 

Responsible Department: Mayor and City Council 

 

 

Ib. Lack of Documentation for 2021 American Rescue Plan (ARP) Fund Usage (Page 18) 

 

Recommendation - The City should formally document the specific uses of American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds for 

the year 2021. Current historical records—including the 2021 Audit Report and 2021 Budget Forms—do not provide 

this information. Clear documentation is essential for transparency, accountability, and compliance with federal 

reporting requirements. 

 

Comment: The recommendation is not accurate.  The ARP reporting requirements had evolved since the 

inception of this funding.  Initially there was very little guidance and the State of New Jersey came 

up with their own revenue loss calculator and subsequently referred towns to use the National 

Government Finance Officer’s Association calculator. In the adopted 2021 Municipal Budget, the 

City Utilized $6,336,844.00 as Revenue Loss following the State of New Jersey guidance.  There 

was no offset in this budget, like succeeding years, as the reporting requirements from the Federal 

Government and State Government were not yet established by the Federal Department of Treasury.   

The balance of $8,928,713.00 was received as a grant in the 2021 Municipal Budget and tracked in 

the City’s Grant Fund (Fund 02).  At no time was the City ever late filing a federal report as required 

by the Federal Government, nor reporting to the state as required by the State of New Jersey.  The 

Finance Office also maintains several binders full of ARP related projects which have been fully 

documented.  In addition, the City had hired NW Financial as our consultant to help the City in our 

ARP endeavors. 

 

Responsible Department: Finance Department 
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Ic. Stagnation of State Aid Funding (Page 19) 

 

Recommendation - State Aid has remained stagnant for several years, placing increased fiscal pressure on municipal 

budgets. The City should consider actively engaging with state legislators and relevant agencies to advocate for 

increased funding allocations to municipalities. Strengthening these efforts may help secure additional resources to 

support essential services and long-term financial sustainability. 

 

Comment: The City agrees with this Recommendation.  We would welcome additional State Aid or other forms 

of revenue.  While this is optimistic, the reality is that the State of New Jersey has already absconded 

with billions in State Aid from towns across the state.  The League of Municipalities is very active 

in trying to get the State to return these funds while also seeking additional aid. 

 

Responsible Department: Mayor and City Council 

Id. Structural Imbalances in Annual Budgeting (Page 19) 

Recommendation - The City should minimize reliance on structural imbalances within the annual budget, including 

the use of General Capital Fund Balance, Reserve for Payment of Debt, and Anticipated Utility Surplus. If such 

revenues must be used, it is recommended that they be spread evenly over a three- to five-year period, rather than 

applied heavily in a single year and subsequently reduced. A sudden drop in these revenue sources creates budgetary 

gaps that are typically filled by either increased taxation or additional fund balance utilization—both of which can 

negatively impact long-term fiscal health. Excessive reliance on fund balance to close budget gaps is particularly 

concerning, as it may jeopardize the City’s bond rating outlook. A more strategic, phased approach will promote 

budgetary stability and support the preservation of the City’s financial integrity. 

Comment: Structural Imbalances are not often utilized by the City in our budgeting practices.  The few times 

that these revenues have been utilized, the City Council was aware of these one-time revenue uses. 

Responsible Department: Mayor and City Council 

Ie. Decline in Shared Service Agreements (Page 19) 

Recommendation - A decline in Shared Services Agreements has been observed in recent years. The City should 

prioritize efforts to negotiate and establish new shared service arrangements with neighboring governmental entities, 

including school districts, counties, and other municipalities. These agreements offer mutual benefits—providing cost 

savings to one entity while generating additional revenue for the other. An additional advantage of shared service 

agreements is their potential to shift certain expenditures from within CAP (budget appropriation limits) to outside 

CAP, offering budgetary relief to both participating entities. Expanding shared services is a fiscally responsible 

strategy that can improve efficiency and reduce budgetary pressure without compromising service delivery. 

 In 2020, the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs launched the Local Efficiency Achievement 

Program (LEAP) to provide direct support for the advancement of shared services among local governments. 

For Fiscal Year 2025, the State awarded $5,922,934.81 in LEAP grants to various local entities. However, 

none of these funds were allocated to the City. Since the program's inception, the City has not received any 

LEAP grant funding. The City should actively pursue this opportunity by applying for future LEAP grants 

to support the identification, development, and implementation of shared service agreements. Securing this 

funding could significantly enhance the City’s ability to reduce costs, improve service delivery, and relieve 

budgetary pressures through intergovernmental collaboration. 

Comment: The City agrees with this Recommendation. These opportunities are not readily available.  Staff is 

limited and need to address the needs of our own residents first.    The City does pursue interlocal 

agreements where feasible. 

Responsible Department: City Administration and Department Heads. 



 

Page | 5  
 

If. Underutilized City-Owned Tax Title Properties (Page 19) 

Recommendation - In 2013, the City reported $45,500 in Property Acquired for Taxes. An additional $1,395,600 

was added in 2014, bringing the total to $1,441,100. These properties were acquired by the City following unsuccessful 

tax sales and, as City-owned assets, they do not currently generate any property tax revenue. The City should conduct 

a comprehensive evaluation of these properties to determine their potential for redevelopment, sale, or reuse. 

Returning these properties to the tax rolls would not only generate new revenue but also contribute to neighborhood 

revitalization and economic development. 

Comment: City Administration agrees that these properties should be reviewed to see if property could legally 

be sold and removed from the City’s property listing.   

Responsible Department: City Administrator and Tax Collector. 

 

Ig. Establish a Dedicated Revenue Strategy Committee (Page 19) 

Recommendation - The City should consider establishing a Municipal Taxation and Revenue Advisory Committee 

through the adoption of a resolution by the governing body. The purpose of this committee would be to explore 

alternative revenue sources and develop innovative strategies to finance municipal services, support infrastructure 

improvements, plan for capital needs, and maintain a stable ratable base—all while striving to keep property taxes at 

the lowest level necessary to provide essential services. The goal of this initiative would be to develop a fair and 

equitable long-term revenue plan that benefits property owners, business owners, residents, and visitors of the City of 

Clifton. 

Comment: The City agrees with this in concept. 

Responsible Department: City Administration 

Ih. Low Equalization Ratio and Delayed Property Revaluation (Page 20) 

Recommendation - The City should take steps to prioritize the completion of its property revaluation process to 

ensure that assessed values more accurately reflect current market conditions. A timely revaluation will help improve 

tax equity among property owners and reduce the risk of financial volatility associated with delayed adjustments. 

Comment: The Passaic County Tax Board has mandated a revaluation of real property for the City of Clifton.  

The process and all associated work have been started to comply with this order.   

Responsible Department: Tax Assessor’s Office and the Mayor and City Council 
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Ii. Absence of a Formal Fund Balance Policy for the Sewer Utility Fund (Page 20) 

Recommendation - Currently, the City maintains a formal Fund Balance Policy for the Current Fund but does not 

have an equivalent policy in place for the Sewer Utility Fund. This creates a gap in the City’s financial planning 

framework and limits its ability to manage budgetary fluctuations and maintain consistent service levels within the 

utility. Without a defined policy, there is an increased risk of unpredictable fund balance usage, which may impact the 

Sewer Utility's ability to respond to emergencies, absorb revenue shortfalls, or fund capital needs without imposing 

significant rate increases. 

Comment: See Comment Ia. 

Responsible Department: Mayor and Council, Administration and Finance Department 

Ij. Reactive Approach to Sewer Utility Rate Adjustments (Page 20) 

Recommendation - The City should adopt a rolling, forward-looking approach to sewer rate evaluation rather than 

reacting to budgetary deficits. Specifically, Institutionalize a recurring schedule for rate studies and (e.g., every 3–5 

years), regardless of financial performance in any given year. Incorporate ongoing financial forecasting and cost trend 

analysis into annual budget planning. Ensure connection fee calculations are performed annually for new users 

entering into the system. By shifting to a strategic and data-driven rate-setting process, the City can enhance the long-

term sustainability of the Sewer Utility Fund and minimize the risk of deficits requiring external subsidy. 

Comment: The Chief Financial Officer agrees with this recommendation and has recommended to the Mayor, 

City Council and Administration that the rates be reviewed and evaluated on an annual basis. 

Responsible Department: Mayor and City Council 
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Capital and Debt (General & Utility) – Findings and Recommendations (II) 

IIa. The City is Carrying $141,017 in Excess Bond Anticipation Notes (BANs) Beyond Authorized Ordinance 

Balances (Page 36) 

 

Recommendation - In Calendar Year 2025, the City should reduce its Bond Anticipation Notes (BANs) by 

$141,017.00 to eliminate the excess financing currently carried under several ordinances. Taking this action will not 

only align the outstanding BANs with actual outstanding ordinance balances but will also eliminate unnecessary 

interest costs going forward - resulting in improved fiscal efficiency and better debt management. 

 

Comment: Financing capital ordinances is not an exact science.  This is why the City has always relied on our 

Financial Planner for guidance, as well as our Bond Attorney.  This Recommendation has been 

corrected with the recent Bond Sale currently taking place. 

 

Responsible Department: Finance Department 

 

IIb. The City Should Implement Quarterly Process to Track Cash Balances of Ordinances (Page 36) 

Recommendation - The City should perform Capital Cash Analyses on a quarterly basis to monitor the status of 

ordinance balances and ensure that cash deficits in ordinances exceeding five years are identified and addressed in a 

timely manner. Regular reviews will help maintain compliance with statutory requirements, improve financial 

oversight of capital projects, and reduce the risk of long-standing unfunded obligations impacting the City's financial 

position. 

Comment: This recommendation was attempted in the past.  Special meetings to go over these projects are 

tough, as most projects are in one or two departments.  This would be a beneficial new position 

withing the City Manager’s Office to keep important projects timely. 

Responsible Department: City Manager and all Department Heads 

IIc. The City Should Implement Capital Grant Monitoring Policy (Page 37) 

Recommendation - The City should implement a process for regular follow-up on outstanding grant receivables to 

ensure timely reimbursement and proper financial reporting. Additionally, it is essential to verify that all work 

performed under each grant aligns with the grant’s specific terms and conditions. Maintaining compliance with grant 

parameters not only ensures the integrity of the reimbursement process but also helps preserve the City’s eligibility 

for future funding opportunities. 

Comment: The Finance Office now has a City Comptroller who reviews grants and grant reporting.  Up until 

this time, each department was responsible for keeping their grants up to date and reporting on them 

timely.  Unfortunately, many of these seasoned employees retired, so some reporting had been late 

as work assignments shift.  It is up to each department to forward grant award letters to the Finance 

Office to properly account for a grant in the budget process. 

Responsible Department: Using Departments with assistance from the Finance Department 
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IId. Fully Funded Ordinance Balances Remain Idle (Page 37) 

Recommendation - The City should evaluate completed ordinances with remaining fully funded balances to 

determine the most effective use of these idle funds. Proactively addressing these balances will enable the City to 

support future capital needs using already-funded sources, thereby reducing the need for new debt issuance. The City 

may consider the following options: 

o Cancel unused funded balances that are no longer needed, thereby returning the funds to reduce 

outstanding obligations or improve liquidity. 

o Repurpose balances for use on other capital projects with similar purposes, in accordance with the 

original ordinance language. 

o Amend ordinances to broaden the scope of allowable expenditures, allowing the remaining 

balances to support related or emerging infrastructure needs. 

Comment: The City has done all three in the past, and the Finance Officer has contacted our Department Heads 

to review the status of their capital accounts and projects.  COVID has delayed many of our projects.  

This process is done in the normal course of business in the City. 

Responsible Department: All Department Heads 

IIe. Utility-Related Debt Issued as Part of Combined General Capital and Utility Capital Bonds (Page 37) 

Recommendation - To improve the City's Net Debt percentage, future issuances of Utility Debt should be segregated 

into standalone General Obligation Bonds designated specifically for utility purposes. It has been observed that, in 

some cases, Utility Bonds have been issued as combined General Capital and Utility Capital Bonds. When structured 

this way, the Utility-related debt is not fully deductible from Net Debt, despite the fact that the Utility Operating Fund 

is self-liquidating. By properly segregating Utility Debt, the City can ensure that these obligations are fully deductible 

under state law, thereby improving the overall Net Debt ratio. This is particularly important, as the Net Debt percentage 

is a key metric considered during bond rating evaluations. A lower Net Debt ratio could positively impact the City’s 

credit rating and, as a result, help reduce future borrowing costs through more favorable interest rates. 

Comment: This Recommendation is not accurate because at the time of issuance for the older issues the Sewer 

Utility had not yet been created.  All debt issued after the creation of the Sewer Utility in 2015, has 

been separated.  Prior to the creation of the Sewer Utility, sewer improvements were part of the 

general capital fund and related debt.  On some of the older City debt, the debt principal and interest 

is broken out by percentage to the Municipal Budget and the Sewer Utility Budget.  In any case, the 

City’s debt ratio, as found on the Annual Debt Statement (ADS) has historically been below 1.0%, 

and can be as high as 3.5% if the City Council demands more capital projects. 

Responsible Department: Finance Department 
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IIf. Implement Policy Adjustments to Strengthen Bond Rating (Page 37) 

Recommendation - While many of the factors influencing a municipality’s credit rating - such as unemployment 

rates, homelessness, and income levels - are outside the City’s control, there are several key areas within the City’s 

control that can directly impact its rating: 

 Adherence to Fund Balance Policy: The City has not remained in compliance with its Formal Fund 

Balance Policy adopted in 2014. For example, the Fund Balance Utilization was 58.39% in 2019 and 

increased to 67.21% in 2023—exceeding the policy's recommended threshold. To strengthen the City's 

financial position and support a favorable credit rating, it is recommended that the City take steps to align 

fund balance usage with policy guidelines. 

 Emergency Preparedness: The City should ensure that contingency plans are in place for potential 

emergencies, including cybersecurity incidents, public health emergencies, and natural disasters. Strong 

preparedness measures can help mitigate risk and demonstrate sound management practices. 

 Expenditure Control: Regularly reviewing contracts, service agreements, and recurring expenditures can 

help the City manage rising fixed costs and reduce budgetary pressure. Cost control is a key element of 

fiscal sustainability. 

 Debt Management: Continuing to pay down outstanding debt will improve the City’s Net Debt to 

Equalized Valuation Basis ratio, which is a significant factor in credit rating evaluations. 

Comment: The City, as a whole, will review internally how to address these various issues.   The City 

works closely with the rating agencies to look for ways to improve the rating. 

Responsible Department: Mayor and City Council, City Manager and all Department Heads. 
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Grants – Findings and Recommendations (III) 

IIIa. Grant Balances Cancelled (Page 42) 

Recommendation - While the cancellation of stale grants can serve as a sound financial control to maintain the Grant 

Fund in an orderly and auditable state, it should be considered a measure of last resort. Wherever possible, the City 

should make every reasonable effort to utilize available grant funds in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

the grant agreements. Proactive management, including timely drawdowns, regular communication with granting 

agencies, and monitoring of grant expiration dates, can help ensure that awarded funds are fully expended for their 

intended purposes. Prioritizing the use of grant funds not only maximizes external funding sources but also reduces 

the need to rely on municipal budgetary resources to support programmatic or capital needs. 

Comment: The City agrees with this recommendation and will work with the various departments responsible 

for those grants to determine which balances are valid and which should be cancelled. 

Responsible Department: All Department Heads 

 
IIIb. Grant Over-expenditures (Page 43) 

Recommendation - The City should take proactive steps to prevent over-expenditures within its budgeted 

appropriations. This includes implementing robust internal controls and monitoring procedures to ensure that spending 

remains within authorized limits. Establishing timely budget-to-actual reviews, enforcing pre-encumbrance checks, 

and providing staff with clear guidance on allowable expenditures can significantly reduce the risk of budget overruns. 

Avoiding over-expenditures not only ensures compliance with fiscal regulations but also supports responsible 

financial stewardship and protects the integrity of the City’s financial reporting. When over-expenditures do occur, 

the City should then set-up the correct Deferred Charge accounts, so they can be properly funded by the subsequent 

year’s budget. 

Comment: Chief Financial Officer agrees.  I believe the only Special Emergency the City had during these 

years, other than the Revaluation Special Emergencies, was the Sewer Utility issue for call outs for 

sewer line clogs.  A Special Emergency was approved to hire a company, while the City Council 

negotiated with IBEW to rectify.  The funds were raised in the following budget year. 

Responsible Department: All Department Heads 

IIIc. Public Housing Voucher Account Eligibility Verification and Reconciliation (Page 43) 

Recommendation – The City had rental checks generated prior to the determination of tenant eligibility. In addition, 

certain checks issued for eligible tenants prior to year-end were not reflected as outstanding on the bank account 

reconciliation. The City should not generate checks prior to tenant eligibility, and the City should review outstanding 

checks as part of the monthly bank reconciliation process. 

Comment: This comment has also come up in the annual Statutory Audit in the past.  Section 8 staff and 

professionals have corrected their process and are more diligent.  New software has been a great 

assistance in this. This comment did not appear again in the 2024 Statutory Audit as it has been 

addressed. 

Responsible Department: Section 8 
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Trust Funds – Findings and Recommendations (IV) 

IVa. Several Trust Accounts are Currently Active Without Formal Approval (Page 45) 

 

Recommendation - The City should consult with legal counsel to determine the appropriate course of action regarding 

unapproved Trust Accounts. Specifically, the City should evaluate whether these accounts require formal approval or, 

alternatively, if they should be closed and the associated funds remitted to the appropriate outside entities. Trust 

Accounts under review include the Revolving Loan Fund, Premiums for Tax Title Liens Fund, Street Opening Deposit 

Fund, Green Environment Projects, and the Arts Center Outreach Settlement Fund. Taking timely action on these 

accounts will promote transparency, enhance compliance with regulatory requirements, and ensure that fiduciary 

responsibilities are appropriately fulfilled. 

 

Comment: City Administration will review.  The same question has come up in the State Budget review of our 

2025 Municipal Budget and never has been a problem. 

 

Responsible Department: Finance Department and user Departments 

 

IVb. The National Opioids Settlement Fund is Currently Maintained in a Trust Fund (Page 45) 

 

Recommendation - The City should transfer the National Opioids Settlement Fund to the State & Federal Grant Fund 

to ensure compliance with statutory requirements. According to Local Finance Notice 2023-04: “Under N.J.S.A. 

40A:4-87, municipalities and counties may seek approval from the Division for the insertion of revenue from the 

National Opioid Resolutions into the budget of the municipality or county. There is no statutory or regulatory authority 

for a municipality or county to independently establish a trust fund for the settlement proceeds.” 

Comment: The original lawsuit settlement required an account be set up in an escrow trust account which is 

how they were treated.  The Finance Office will review and await additional guidance from the State 

of New Jersey before amending. 

Responsible Department: Finance Department and Legal Department 

IVc. Separate Accounting and Documentation for Trusts Dedicated by Rider (Page 45) 

Recommendation - Following a review of the City’s Trust Funds, it was noted that several accounts are reported in 

a summarized format. The City should establish separate accounting and documentation for each individual trust to 

enhance transparency and improve financial oversight. 

 Specifically, the “Various Other Deposits” account ($32,259 in 2023) should be itemized. 

 Additionally, the Affordable Housing Trust should be segregated from the Section 8 Housing Trust 

($3,316,318 in 2023). 

Separating these funds will support clearer reporting, ensure compliance with applicable legal and grant requirements, 

and facilitate more accurate financial tracking. 

Comment: Some additional information will be required for this Recommendation before a comment can be 

made.  The City’s Affordable Housing Trust (COAH Fund 18) is separate from Section 8 Housing 

Trust (Fund 16) and the Community Development Block Grant Fund (CDBG Fund 17).  The COAH 

funds are maintained by the City, while the other funds have oversight from a hired consultant and 

employees that understand the complexities of Section 8 and CDBG program funding.  The City 

will reviewing internally and will address appropriately. 

Responsible Department: All Department Heads 
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Payroll & Health Benefits – Findings and Recommendations (V) 

Va. Inaccurate Health Benefit Deductions (Page 47) 

Recommendation - The City should implement a recurring schedule to perform internal health benefits deduction 

testing to ensure that payroll deductions for employee health benefits are accurate and appropriately applied. 

Establishing this process will not only enhance internal controls and minimize the risk of errors or omissions but will 

also improve the reliability of budget projections for health benefit costs. Accurate deduction testing will strengthen 

the development of Annual Current Fund and Utility Operating Fund health benefits appropriations, ensuring that 

budgeted amounts closely align with actual expenditures. 

Comment: More information is required to answer this Recommendation.  The Personnel Office set up each 

employee in the Primepoint Payroll system.  Health Benefit (Chapter 78) rates are established by an 

actuary as the City is self-insured for health care. The Primepoint system automatically calculated 

employee contributions based on all the City’s healthcare options.  The employee contributions, as 

well as all Budgeted Funds for Healthcare are transferred into the Healthcare Medical Trust Account 

(Fund 21) for all expenditures for healthcare related expenses. 

Responsible Department: City Manager’s Office 

Vb. Employee Retirement Payout Monitoring (Page 47) 

Recommendation – While the results of this review did not find any improper payments to retired employees, it is 

our recommendation that the City monitors the sick time balances of each employee on a monthly basis.  All 

employees hired after May 2010 will be subject to the maximum payout amount of $15,000 for sick leave at the time 

of their retirement.  All employees must be monitored to ensure that this balance is not exceeded to avoid any potential 

risks at their retirement date.   

Comment: City Administration agrees and has complied with the State Comptroller’s Report with the same 

findings. 

Responsible Department: City Manager’s Office 
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Procurement – Findings and Recommendations (VI) 

VIa. Missing Not-To-Exceed Values (Page 50) 

Recommendation - It is recommended that the City on “ALL” professional service appointments include a Not-To-

Exceed. Even the few instances a fee schedule was provided the City should attempt to estimate the approximate 

vendor cost based on prior years services and current year assumption of services needed. 

On July 7th, 2025 the Division of Local Government Services released Local Finance Notice 2025-08 increasing the 

Bid & Quote Thresholds for Local Governments effective July 1st, 2025. As such the City should evaluate future 

contracts to adjust bidding and quotation purchasing procedures to factor in this change in the Local Public Contract 

Law. Details of changes are noted below:  

 Bid Threshold for Units with a Qualified Purchasing Agent increases from $44,000.00 to $53,000.00.  

 Bid Threshold for Units without a Qualified Purchasing Agent remains at $17,500.00.  

 Quote Threshold for Units with a Qualified Purchasing Agent increases from $6,600.00 to $7,950.00.  

 Quote Threshold for Units without a Qualified Purchasing Agent remains at $2,625.00.  

 

Comment: While most of the City Contracts have a “Not To Exceed” amount, there are several contracts that 

cannot be accurately estimated, and the City uses contracted rates.  Some contracts are based on 

contracted hourly rates, when their services are needed, and their invoices are charged to an 

appropriate account.  The City will make every effort to address this in the award of future contracts. 

 

Responsible Department: Purchasing and Finance Departments 

 

VIb. Posting of all bid results and RFPs (Page 50) 

 

Recommendation - The City should post all bid results for every bid undertaken by the City in a public place. This 

will not only enhance public transparency it will also possibly reduce the OPRA requests received by the City allowing 

for employees to focus on other areas of the City operations.  

 

The City should post all RFP’s on the website to further the possible pool of proposals received to aid in achieving 

the best possible cost savings.  

 

Comment: This recommendation is not valid as the unofficial bid results are always posted on the 

City’s website.  The posting of the RFPs are aways posted and remain on the website for 

historical purposes.  The bids and RFPs with competitive contracts have to be requested 

from the Purchasing Agent to track who has picked up proposals in case any 

amendments or addendums are issued. 

Responsible Department: Purchasing 
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Other Financial Items – Findings and Recommendations (VII) 

VIIa. City Vehicle Procurement Process (Page 52) 

Recommendation – It is recommended that the City expand on its procurement processes by extending RFP response 

times and advertising the RFPs in different media outlets to ensure additional bids are received to allow for more 

competitive pricing options.   

Comment: This recommendation is not accurate.  First, the City always follows the Purchasing Laws and 

related guidance of the State of New Jersey.  Second, when purchasing vehicles, the City will utilize 

any Cooperative Contracts we are members of and compare prices to ensure we get the best deal.  

We have utilized State Contracts, County and Regional Contracts, as well as National Contracts.  

There is usually minimal savings, if any, when bidding vehicles.  All vehicle purchases are 

authorized by a Resolution of the City Council. 

Responsible Department: All Department Heads to explore options. 

VIIb. City Vehicle Contract Monitoring (Page 52) 

Recommendation – It is recommended that the City monitor the Fleet Management contracts with Enterprise Fleet 

Management Inc. in order to determine if the leasing of all vehicles is the most cost-effective route to acquiring 

vehicles for the City.  Mileage usage, buyout rates at the end of the lease and current market trends for vehicles should 

tracked on an annual basis to determine if certain vehicles would be more advantageous to purchase rather than lease 

to the City.   

Comment: The Enterprise Fleet is a fleet management program implemented under an authorized National 

Cooperative, approved by Resolution.  It is not a typical leasing program.  This program was started 

because the city needed vehicles to operate, as police vehicles that were once transferred to 

Administration were not available.  This program grew and improved over the years but will again 

be reviewed.  Mileage on leased vehicles are now being tracked to the City Comptroller for the first 

time.  While the City appreciates the recommendation, it is not a valid one given the circumstances 

of the City when the decision to use Enterprise Fleet Management was made. 

Responsible Department: City Administration and using departments. 

VIIc. Missing COAH Reporting Annually on City Website (Page 52) 

Recommendation – It is recommended that the City ensures that each years COAH annual report is posted in a timely 

manner to the City website to ensure adherence to reporting guidelines and public transparency.  

Comment: City Administration agrees.  The City Manager will have this completed. This information is on the 

State website as required by the State of New Jersey. 

Responsible Department: City Manager’s Office 



ITEM NUMBER: D- 2 

ITEM NAME: Proposed New Bed Bug Ordinance - Chapter 273
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
memo 8/26/2025 Cover Memo

Ordinance 8/26/2025 Cover Memo











ITEM NUMBER: CM- 1 

ITEM NAME: Budget Adoption Letter From the State of New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Letter 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: CM- 2 

ITEM NAME: Chief Financial Officer Will be Absent for the September 16, 2025 City
Council Meeting

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:
Chief Financial Officer Will be Absent for the September 16, 2025 City Council Meeting

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: CM- 3 

ITEM NAME: Request from the NJDOT for In-Person Public Information Center for the
Route 3, Passaic Avenue & Ward Avenue Intersection Improvements
Project

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
email 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: CM- 4 

ITEM NAME: Candyland Overview
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memo 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: CON- 1 

ITEM NAME: Personnel
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: CON- 2 

ITEM NAME: Personnel
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: CON- 3 

ITEM NAME: Litigation - Update of Liability Claims Files Against City of Clifton -
Geeland, LLC v. City of Clifton, et al., Docket No.: PAS-L-2478-25

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: 

ITEM NAME: Clifton Public Housing Agency - 2026 Annual Plan
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:
A public hearing will be held at the City of Clifton Municipal Building, 900 Clifton Avenue, Clifton, NJ on
September 2, 2025
The purpose of the hearing is to obtain input from the city residents in reference to the Public Housing
Agency’s Annual Plan to be submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for
fiscal year beginning January 1, 2026.  The Clifton Public Housing Agency operates and manages a Section
8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.  Program participants and city residents are encouraged to attend this
hearing.  A copy of the annual Agency Plan was available for review during the period of July 11, 2025 –
August 18, 2025 – Monday thru Friday (except holidays). 
 
Date:  September 2, 2025
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Annual Plan For FYB 2026 8/25/2025 Cover Memo

Advertisement 8/25/2025 Cover Memo



























ITEM NUMBER: 

ITEM NAME: Proclamation ~ 2025 Disability Voting Rights Week - September 8-12,
2025

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Proclamation 8/25/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: 

ITEM NAME: Approval of Workshop Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2025
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Minutes 8/26/2025 Cover Memo











ITEM NUMBER: 

ITEM NAME: Approval of Executive Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2025
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: 

ITEM NAME: Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2025
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Minutes 8/26/2025 Cover Memo



































ITEM NUMBER: C- 1 

ITEM NAME: Wilbert Mesta, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00
hourly, effective September 4, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 2 

ITEM NAME: Kenneth Mascuch, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00
hourly, effective September 4, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 3 

ITEM NAME: Joshua Cruz, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00
hourly, effective September 4, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 4 

ITEM NAME: Rachel Reigottie, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00
hourly, effective September 4, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 5 

ITEM NAME: Elizabeth Lugo, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00
hourly, effective September 4, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 6 

ITEM NAME: Britnee Iz, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00 hourly,
effective September 4, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 7 

ITEM NAME: John Gaspar, Public Safety, hired as Firefighter, at $44,486.00 annually,
effective September 1, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 8 

ITEM NAME: Carlos Marin, Public Safety, hired as Firefighter, at $44,486.00 annually,
effective September 1, 2025.

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 9 

ITEM NAME: Meeting Minutes of Advisory Board of Recreation on June 23, 2025
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: C- 10 

ITEM NAME: Meeting Minutes of Clifton Arts Center Advisory on July 28, 2025
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: O- 8019-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 439 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Vehicles and Traffic," More
Particularly Section 439-10 Thereof, Entitled "Stopping or Standing
Prohibited During Certain Hours on Certain Streets (Adds No Stopping
or Standing Zone on Valley Road)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/11/2025 Cover Memo







ITEM NUMBER: O- 8020-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 349 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Permit Parking on Residential
Streets and Municipal Lots," Article I, Entitled "Residential Streets", More
Particularly Section 349-2, Thereof, Entitled "Restricted Streets" (Harrison
Place)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: O- 8021-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 189 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Canvassing and Soliciting" More
Particularly Section 189-3, Entitled "Fees"

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/14/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8022-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 223 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Fees", More Particularly Section
223-30, Entitled "Accident Reports" (Amends Fee for Printed Reports)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/14/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8023-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 347 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Parking of Truck Tractors, Trailers
and Buses," More Particularly Section 34-2 Thereof, Entitled "Parking
Prohibited Certain Hours; Permit for Recreational Vehicle" (Amends Fee
for Recreational Vehicle Permit)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/14/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8024-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 223 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Fees," More Particularly Section
223-4, Entitled "Letters of Good Conduct" (Amends Fee for Background
Checks)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/14/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8025-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 223 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Fees", More Particularly Section
223-10, Entitled "Driveway Striping" (Amends Fee for Striping of
Driveways)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/14/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8026-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 349 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Permit Parking on Residential
Streets and Municipal Lots," More Particularly Sections 349-7 Thereof,
Entitled "Application for Permit; Fee; Term of Permits" (Amends
Temporary Permit Parking Fee)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/14/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8027-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 133 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Alarm Devices" More Particularly
Section 133-6, Entitled "Registration Fees; Penalties for Failure to
Register" (Revises Minimum Fine)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/14/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8028-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 215 of the
Code of the City of Clifton Entitled "Entertainment" at Section 25-7
Entitled "Application for License" and Section 215-11 Entitled "Violations
and Penalties" (Adds Requirement that Certain Renewal Applications
Must Provide Notice to Property Owners Within 200 Feet of
Establishment and Appear in Person Before the Municipal Council and
Increases Potential Penalty for a Violation of this Chapter)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

No Attachments Available



ITEM NUMBER: O- 8029-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 273 of the
Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Housing Standards," More
Particularly Section 273-25 Thereof, Entitled "Emergency Orders"
(Amends the Administrative Fee)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/26/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8030-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise, and Supplement Chapter 375 of the
Code of the City of Clifton Entitled "Sewer Connection Fee" (Increases
Connection Fee")

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/28/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: O- 8031-25 

ITEM NAME: An Ordinance to Amend, Revise, and Supplement Chapter 296 of the
Code of the City of Clifton Entitled "Landscapers"

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Ordinance 8/29/2025 Cover Memo

















ITEM NUMBER: R 440-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution: Approve Claims List Resolution for the September 2, 2025,
City Council Meeting

RECOMMENDATION: Approve

SUMMARY:
To:  Greg DeMarzo, City Manager
 
Please find the Bill List Resolution and supporting documents for your review and approval.  I have
reviewed all of the payment vouchers and recommend they all be approved by the City Council at the
Council Meeting on September 2, 2025.
If you have any questions with the above, feel free to contact me.
 
Joseph D. Kunz
Chief Financial Officer

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Bills List 8/29/2025 Cover Memo









































ITEM NUMBER: R 441-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Tax Collector to Lien Properties and Bill Property
Owners and Collect for Reimbursement of Expenditures Made by City of
Clifton for emergency Order Clean-ups

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/27/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 442-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Releasing Guarantees for Site Improvements: VK Acquistions
VI, LLC, 90 Kingsland Avenue Block 84.01, Lot 25.01

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/26/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 443-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Permission to Bid for Third Street Sidewalk and
Curb Improvements (NJDOT State Aid)

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/28/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 444-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Advertisement of Notice of Intent to Procure
Upfitting of New Deputy Chief Tour Commander Vehicle GM Tahoe off
the HGAC National Cooperative

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/27/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 445-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Financial Advisory Services for City of Clifton for Year 2026

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
resolution 8/28/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 446-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Municipal Auditing Services for Fiscal Year Ending in December 31,
2025

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 447-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Bond Counsel Services for City of Clifton for Year 2026

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 448-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Psychological Evaluation Services for the City of Clifton for 2026

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 449-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise a Request for Proposal
for Professional Medical Services for the City of Clifton for Year 2026

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 450-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Salary Adjustment for Chief Financial Officer
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/26/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 451-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing the City of Clifton to Enter into an Agreement with
New Jersey Transit Corporation Concerning the Construction of
Watermain and Sanitary Sewer Line on Property Owned by the New
Jersey Transit Corporation

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 452-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Approving Renewal of Entertainment License for Aruba
Lounge

RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/28/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: R 453-25 

ITEM NAME: Resolution Authorizing Executive Session
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Resolution 8/29/2025 Cover Memo





ITEM NUMBER: L- 1 

ITEM NAME: Golden Palace Chinese Restaurant
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:
Golden Palace Chen, LLC
t/a Golden Palace Chinese Restaurant
403 Piaget Ave., Clifton, NJ 07011
Final Approval
Caterer - continued use

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Golden Palace Chinese Restaurant - Final Res 8/18/2025 Cover Memo



RESOLUTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL

   BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE APPLICATION OF GOLDEN PALACE CHEN LLC

T/A GOLDEN PALACE CHINESE RESTAURANT

for permission to conduct a: CATERER-CONTINUED USE

for a period ending January 31, 2026 on the premises known as:

403 PIAGET AVE CLIFTON, NJ 07011

be and the same is hereby approved and licenses so issued in the compliance with the approval of 

the Board of Health, Fire Department, Police and Zoning Officer.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

LICENSE #

ISSUED

ADOPTED___________________________

ATTEST_____________________________________

                              CITY CLERK



ITEM NUMBER: L- 2 

ITEM NAME: Mennella's Marketplace
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:
Mennella's Marketplace, LLC
t/a Mennella's Marketplace
781 Van Houten Ave., Clifton, NJ 07013
Final Approval
Grocery/Milk - continued use

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Mennella's Marketplace - Final Res 8/26/2025 Cover Memo



RESOLUTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL

   BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE APPLICATION OF MENNELLAS MARKETPLACE LLC

T/A MENNELLAS MARKETPLACE

for permission to conduct a: GROCERY/MILK-CONTINUED USE

for a period ending January 31, 2026 on the premises known as:

781 VAN HOUTEN AVE CLIFTON, NJ 07013

be and the same is hereby approved and licenses so issued in the compliance with the approval of 

the Board of Health, Fire Department, Police and Zoning Officer.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

LICENSE #

ISSUED

ADOPTED___________________________

ATTEST_____________________________________

                              CITY CLERK



ITEM NUMBER: L- 3 

ITEM NAME: El Pilon Restaurant
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:
Sky Beuty Salon, Nail, LLC
t/a El Pilon Restaurant
1281 Main Ave., Clifton, NJ 07011
Preliminary Approval
Restaurant - continued use

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
El Pilon Restaurant - Preliminary Res 8/27/2025 Cover Memo



RESOLUTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL

FOR SKY BEUTY SALON, NAIL LLC

T/A EL PILON RESTAURANT

ADDRESS 1281 MAIN AVE., CLIFTON, NJ 07011

TYPE OF FOOD ESTABLISHMENT INTENDED RESTAURANT - CONTINUED USE

FORMERLY OR NEW BOHEMIAN BISTRO

ZONE

PERMITTED    YES    

VARIANCE REQUIRED     NO

      FINAL APPROVAL WILL BE ISSUED PENDING APPROVAL OF THIS RESOLUTION.

     FURTHER PROCESSING AND APPROVAL OF VARIOUS CITY DEPARTMENTS.

ADOPTED___________________________

ATTEST_____________________________

                              CITY CLERK



ITEM NUMBER: L- 4 

ITEM NAME: Liquor Mart
RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:
Pragtee, LLC
t/a Liquor Mart
1081 Rt 46, Clifton, NJ 07013
Preliminary Approval
Grocery Mill - continued use

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Liquor Mart - Preliminary Res 8/27/2025 Cover Memo



RESOLUTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL

FOR PRAGTEE LLC

T/A LIQUOR MART

ADDRESS 1081 RTE. 46 CLIFTON, NJ 07013

TYPE OF FOOD ESTABLISHMENT INTENDED GROCERY/MILK

FORMERLY OR NEW PUB- 46

ZONE B-D

PERMITTED    YES    

VARIANCE REQUIRED     NO

      FINAL APPROVAL WILL BE ISSUED PENDING APPROVAL OF THIS RESOLUTION.

     FURTHER PROCESSING AND APPROVAL OF VARIOUS CITY DEPARTMENTS.

ADOPTED___________________________

ATTEST_____________________________

                              CITY CLERK
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