November 18, 2024
		November 18, 2024

CLIFTON, NEW JERSEY
          REGULAR MEETING MINUTES NOVEMBER 18, 2024

The Regular Meeting of the Municipal Council of the City of Clifton was held in the Municipal Conference Room of Clifton City Hall, 900 Clifton Avenue, Clifton, New Jersey.

8:10 P.M. CALL OF ROLL

Mayor Grabowski called the meeting to order and presided, and announced that the location of exits should be noted for use in case of fire or other emergencies and that smoking regulations apply to the building and cell phones should be deactivated and turned off and read the following Statement of Compliance into the record:

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by the Annual Notice of regularly scheduled meetings of the Municipal Council for the year 2024, which was published as legal advertisements in the Herald News on December 10, 2023, and was additionally advertised in the Record on December 10, 2023. Further notice of this meeting was given on Friday prior to the meeting to The Herald News and by posting of said notice on the bulletin board at City Hall and on the Clifton Website which notice stated that formal action may or may not be taken on matters to come before the Municipal Council. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145500655][bookmark: _Hlk161825952][bookmark: _Hlk151033416][bookmark: _Hlk127345600]Upon roll call, the following were noted present:

	Councilman Gibson			(BG)
	Councilman Kolodziej		(JK) 
	Councilman Latona			(AL) 
	Councilman D’Amato			(CD) 
	Councilwoman Pino			(RP) 
	Councilwoman Sadrakula		(MS)	 
	Mayor Grabowski			(RG)

Also present were City Manager, Dominick Villano; City Attorney, Matthew Priore; Assistant City Attorney, Andrew Oddo; City Clerk, Nancy Ferrigno and Deputy City Clerk, Michele Butler.

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / INVOCATION / PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

Father Oleksii - Holy Ascension

PUBLIC HEARING	

Public Hearing Community Development Amendment B-24-MC-34-0103 Senior Citizen Outreach to St. Peter's Homeless Outreach Yr. 50

With no one wishing to be heard, a Motion was made by Councilman Kolodziej, seconded by Councilwoman Sadrakula, and passed on roll call vote to close the Public Hearing.
	
PRESENTATION

Beautification Awards	
Clifton Jewish Center

APPROVAL OF MINUTES		

A Motion was made by Councilman D’Amato, seconded by Councilman Kolodziej and passed with no objections, to approve the Workshop Session Minutes of November 6, 2024, and the Regular Minutes of November 6, 2024.

(7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.





COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 

C-1  Amber Willson, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00 hourly, effective 
         November 13, 2024	
C-2  Paresh Shah, Public Safety, hired as School Traffic Guard, at $16.00 hourly, effective 
         November 13, 2024	
C-3  Minutes of Alcoholic Beverage Control Board of September 11, 2024

COMMUNICATIONS MEETING MINUTES

C-4	Minutes of Passaic Valley Water Commission of September 25, 2024	
C-5	Minutes of Planning Board of October 24, 2024 and November 7, 2024	
C-6	Minutes of Board of Recreation of September 23, 2024	
C-7	Minutes of Beautification Committee of November 4, 2024	
C-8	Minutes of the Alcohol Beverage Control Board of October 9, 2024

SECOND READING ORDINANCES

A. Adoption of Ordinance 7952-24

	B. Public Hearing on Ordinance 7952-24

Mayor Grabowski opened the floor to the public with regard to Ordinance 7952-24.

With no one wishing to be heard, a Motion was made by Councilman Kolodziej, seconded by Councilman Gibson to close the public hearing.

	Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Sewer Utility Capital Improvements in and by the City of Clifton, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey Appropriating $8,050,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $8,050,000 Bonds or Notes to Finance the Cost Thereof

(6-1-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D’Amato, Councilwoman Pino, and Mayor Grabowski voted aye. Councilwoman Sadrakula voted nay.

C. Adoption of Ordinance 7953-24

	D. Public Hearing on Ordinance 7953-24

[bookmark: _Hlk179961588]Mayor Grabowski opened the floor to the public with regard to Ordinance 7953-24.

With no one wishing to be heard, a Motion was made by Councilman Kolodziej, seconded by Councilman D’Amato to close the public hearing.

	An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 99 of the Code of the City of Clifton, E titled "Salaries and Compensation", More Particularly Article III Thereof, Entitled "City Hall Employees", Section 99-2, Entitled "Minimum and Maximum Salaries Fixed" (Adds Title and Stipend for Fire Investigator and Fire Official)	
(5-2-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, and Mayor Grabowski voted aye. Councilman Latona and Councilwoman Sadrakula voted nay.

E. Adoption of Ordinance 7954-24

	F. Public Hearing on Ordinance 7954-24

Mayor Grabowski opened the floor to the public with regard to Ordinance 7954-24.

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 99 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Salaries and Compensation", More Particularly Article III Thereof, Entitled "Supervisory Officials and Employees", Section99-10, Entitled "Minimum and Maximum Salaries Fixed" (Amends Salaries for Supervisory Officials and Employees for Years 2023, 2024 and 2025)

With no one wishing to be heard, a Motion was made by Councilman Gibson, seconded by Councilman D’Amato to close the public hearing.
	
(5-1-1-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino and Mayor Grabowski voted aye. Councilman Latona abstained and Councilwoman Sadrakula voted nay.

G. Adoption of Ordinance 7955-24

	H. Public Hearing on Ordinance 7955-24

Mayor Grabowski opened the floor to the public with regard to Ordinance 7955-24.

With no one wishing to be heard, a Motion was made by Councilman Latona, seconded by Councilman Kolodziej to close the public hearing.

	An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 77 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Police Department", More Particularly Article II Thereof, Entitled "Salaries and Benefits" (Revises Salaries for Police Officers for Years 2024-2027)

(6-0-1-0) Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye. Councilman Gibson abstained.

[bookmark: _Hlk150844604][bookmark: _Hlk125012751][bookmark: _Hlk146097649]FIRST READING ORDINANCES

[bookmark: _Hlk161816468]A.	Introduction of Ordinance 7956-24

[bookmark: _Hlk153188073][bookmark: _Hlk152142632]The entitled ordinance was introduced and read by the City Clerk, as first reading, which reading was by title, passed upon motion made by Councilman Kolodziej, seconded by Councilman Latona, and passed on roll call vote.

	An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 439 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Vehicles and Traffic", More Particularly Section 439-37 Thereof, Entitled "Handicapped Parking on Streets" (Deletes 1 Handicapped Space)

It was regularly moved, seconded, and carried that the ordinance now pending be further considered for final passage after public hearing at the regular meeting of the Municipal Council to be held Wednesday, December 3, 2024, at 8:00 p.m. and that the City Clerk be authorized to publish said ordinance together with statutory notice as required by law.

(7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.

B.	Introduction of Ordinance 7957-24

The entitled ordinance was introduced and read by the City Clerk, as first reading, which reading was by title, passed upon motion made by Councilman Gibson, seconded by Councilman D’Amato, and passed on roll call vote.


An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 439 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Vehicles and Traffic", More Particularly Section 439-38 Thereof, 
Entitled "Handicapped Parking on Streets for Private Residences" (Adds 6 Restricted Handicapped Spaces)

It was regularly moved, seconded, and carried that the ordinance now pending be further considered for final passage after public hearing at the regular meeting of the Municipal Council to be held Wednesday, December 3, 2024, at 8:00 p.m. and that the City Clerk be authorized to publish said ordinance together with statutory notice as required by law.

(7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.

C.	Introduction of Ordinance 7958-24

The entitled ordinance was introduced and read by the City Clerk, as first reading, which reading was by title, passed upon motion made by Councilman Gibson, seconded by Councilman D’Amato, and passed on roll call vote.

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 439 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Vehicles and Traffic", More Particularly Section 439-38 Thereof, Entitled "Handicapped Parking on Streets for Private Residences" (Deletes 2 Restricted Handicapped Spaces)

It was regularly moved, seconded, and carried that the ordinance now pending be further considered for final passage after public hearing at the regular meeting of the Municipal Council to be held Wednesday, December 3, 2024, at 8:00 p.m. and that the City Clerk be authorized to publish said ordinance together with statutory notice as required by law.

(7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.

[bookmark: _Hlk182813426]D.	Introduction of Ordinance 7959-24

The entitled ordinance was introduced and read by the City Clerk, as first reading, which reading was by title, passed upon motion made by Councilman Gibson, seconded by Councilman Kolodziej, and passed on roll call vote.

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 439 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Vehicles and Traffic", More Particularly Section 439-38 Thereof, Entitled "Handicapped Parking on Streets for Private Residences" (Amends Handicapped Parking Placard Number)

It was regularly moved, seconded, and carried that the ordinance now pending be further considered for final passage after public hearing at the regular meeting of the Municipal Council
to be held Wednesday, December 3, 2024, at 8:00 p.m. and that the City Clerk be authorized to publish said ordinance together with statutory notice as required by law.

[bookmark: _Hlk123722974][bookmark: _Hlk148600480][bookmark: _Hlk131594562](7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.

[bookmark: _Hlk182813489]E.	Introduction of Ordinance 7960-24

The entitled ordinance was introduced and read by the City Clerk, as first reading, which reading was by title, passed upon motion made by Councilman Kolodziej, seconded by Councilwoman Pino, and passed on roll call vote.

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 77 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Police Department" (Amends Section 77-2 Composition) (Table of Organization)



It was regularly moved, seconded, and carried that the ordinance now pending be further considered for final passage after public hearing at the regular meeting of the Municipal Council
to be held Wednesday, December 3, 2024, at 8:00 p.m. and that the City Clerk be authorized to publish said ordinance together with statutory notice as required by law.

(6-0-1-0) Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye. Councilman Gibson abstained. 

F.	Introduction of Ordinance 7961-24

The entitled ordinance was introduced and read by the City Clerk, as first reading, which reading was by title, tabled upon a Motion made by Councilwoman Sadrakula, seconded by Councilman D’Amato, and passed on roll call vote.

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise, and Supplement Chapter 203 of the Code of the City of Clifton, Entitled "Dogs and Other Animals" to Make Various Updates to Conform to State Statutes and Regulations and to Make Various Other Revisions

(6-1-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino and Councilwoman Sadrakula voted aye. Mayor Grabowski voted nay.

G.	Introduction of Ordinance 7962-24

The entitled ordinance was introduced and read by the City Clerk, as first reading, which reading was by title, passed upon motion made by Councilwoman Sadrakula, seconded by Councilman D’Amato, and passed on roll call vote.

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise, and Supplement Chapter 425 of the Code of the City of Clifton Entitled "Towers" at Various Locations (Revises Selection Process for the Appointment of Towers, Location of Storage Areas to be Maintained by Towers, and Various Other Provisions)

It was regularly moved, seconded, and carried that the ordinance now pending be further considered for final passage after public hearing at the regular meeting of the Municipal Council
to be held Wednesday, December 3, 2024, at 8:00 p.m. and that the City Clerk be authorized to publish said ordinance together with statutory notice as required by law.

(7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.

FLOOR TO THE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Michelle Gaudet, 28 Bergen Ave., extended her congratulations to Chris D'Amato on securing his seat on the council. She gave a special thank you to the City Manager for the addition of new crossing guards and expressed her gratitude to everyone who participated in the Empty Bowl fundraiser. Ms. Gaudet announced that St. Peter's Haven is collecting turkeys, chickens, and hams for families in need. Ms. Gaudet thanked our fire department for their outstanding efforts 
in organizing the coat drive, which has helped keep so many warm this winter. Furthermore, St. Peter's is accepting donations of toys and gift cards for Christmas.

Pat Ceaser, 149 McCosh Road, asked for an update regarding permit parking on McCosh Road.

Tiana Wortman, 52 Van Orden Place, read several State Regulations regarding Cottage Permits for home bakers.

Kim Castellano, 59 Mahar Ave., extended her gratitude to the Clifton Jewish Center for their generous donation to the Power of One and she expressed that she was sorry to learn about the upcoming closure of the Clifton Jewish Center. She announced a Thanksgiving dinner and coat drive aimed at helping those in need. Ms. Castellano expressed her appreciation to the Palestinian American Club for their generous food donations, which will go a long way in supporting our efforts. Lastly, she shared that The Power of One, will also be organizing a toy drive, ensuring that every child in our community can experience the joy of the season. 

Angela Montague, 2 Elm St., extended her congratulations to all the winners of this year’s Beautification Awards. As a fitting tribute to those who have passed, Angela suggests the installation of banners around the City Hall property, honoring their memories and contributions to our city. Additionally, she reminded City Manager, Dominick Villano, of the four-hour parking limit that was voted on in May, which has yet to change. Ms. Montague highlighted her partnership with City Green, as they will be planting perennials as part of a recent grant initiative. 

Donna Popowich, 57 Dalewood Road, thanked all who participated in the “FEED” food drive and commented that the Christmas lights at the Christmas display at City Hall are constantly going out and some of the decorations are sub-par.

Alessia Eramo, 35 Merrill Road, took a moment to congratulate the beautification award winners. She pointed out that she supports open dialogue during council meetings, encouraging back-and-forth conversations between council members and the public is needed. She addressed a concern regarding the frequent tabling of items. Ms. Eramo commented that she understands the need for further information on certain matters, but it is essential that we strike a balance. Not every single issue can or should be continually tabled.

Tejal Desai, 105 Speer Ave., congratulated Chris D’Amato for winning a seat on the City Council. She spoke about Council goals and the need for employee reviews.

Henry Cholewczynski, 37 Phyllis Place, took a moment to congratulate Chris D’Amato for winning a seat on the City Council. He urged council members to work for the future of the City. Mr. Cholewczynski pointed out the need for additional fire fighters and fire equipment. In closing, he remarked that many code violations are being reported but they are not being attended to.

Steve Goldberg, 124 Charles St., asked why Council had no issue supporting a Resolution against hate, but did not support the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Resolution.

With no one else wishing to be heard, a Motion was made by Councilwoman Sadrakula, seconded by Councilman Latona, and passed on roll call vote to close the Public Session.

(7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.
[bookmark: _Hlk110585301]
CITY MANAGER PRIVILEGE/RESPONSE TO RESIDENTS

Angela Montague – City Manager thanked Ms. Montague for reminding him about the change in parking hours. He stated he would look into why it was never implemented.

Pat Ceasar – Legal is reviewing the permit parking draft ordinance submitted by Ms. Ceasar.

Donna Popowich – The City plans to purchase commercial grade lights for the City Christmas Tree.

Tejal Desai – City employees do have goals and are always encouraged to take training classes. The City must follow Civil Service rules and desk audits are done throughout City Hall.

Henry Cholewczynski, PSE&G has repaired the unsatisfactory paving in the area of Phyllis Place. Mr. Villano agreed with Mr. Cholewczynski regarding increasing the Table of Organization within the Fire Department. Mr. Villano asked Mr. Cholewczynski to provide him with specific code violations so he can research is anything has been done to resolve the issues.

Mr. Villano wished all a happy Thanksgiving.

COUNCIL PRIVILEGE
Councilman Latona

Councilman Latona took the opportunity to announce upcoming local news and events, including the highly anticipated Santa Run festivities scheduled for Christmas Eve. He also emphasized the need for more professionalism at council meetings. Councilman Latona requested a copy of the senior housing waiting list, highlighting the pressing need for transparency. He also asked for an updated list of city committees within the local government. He inquired about the status of the installation of speed tables and sought clarification on the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding crossing guards. He stated that in the event of potential budget cuts, Councilman Latona made it clear that if staff reductions become necessary, they would begin at the top rather than affecting lower-level employees. He also requested a quarterly report from the comptroller to provide the Council with a clearer understanding of the City’s financial status. Finally, he extended warm wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving.

Councilman Kolodziej

Councilman Joe Kolodziej expressed concern over the closure of the community’s Jewish Center. He took a moment to express gratitude for the generous contributions the center made to the community. Addressing the Council’s recent decision to conduct a forensic audit, Councilman Kolodziej noted that the funds initially budgeted for a new Christmas display would be redirected to cover the audit costs.  Councilman Kolodziej also pointed out to Tejal Desai regarding Clifton's salary structures, assuring her that the salaries align with their respective contracts. He repeated his commitment is focusing on increasing the police force, while also expressing his support for expanding the staffing of the Fire Department.  Councilman Kolodziej emphasized the need for the Council to prioritize community services rather than solely focusing on taxes.  He criticized what he termed "deal-making behind closed doors," highlighting the importance of transparency in local governance. He proposed obtaining quotes for a salary study to ensure equitable compensation practices within the City.  Moreover, he suggested that the City should take over management of the Surgent Park ballfield, the only field equipped with lighting. Currently, local little leagues are struggling to cover the electricity costs, and Councilman Kolodziej believes city intervention could alleviate this burden.   Councilman Kolodziej announced that a GPS map would be available online for residents to follow the Santa Run on Christmas Eve. He welcomed back Clifton Superintendent of Schools, Danny Robertozzi.

Councilwoman Pino

Councilwoman Pino extended her congratulations to newly elected Councilman D'Amato and newly elected Sheriff Adamo. She commented that she advocates for the implementation of cottage permits, which will promote small businesses. Councilwoman Pino also expressed her gratitude to the Jewish Center for their generous donations, which contribute significantly to the welfare of our residents. Additionally, a special shout-out goes to our dedicated Police Department, whose officers consistently go beyond to ensure the safety and well-being of our community. She wished all a Happy Thanksgiving.

Councilman D’Amato

Councilman Chris D'Amato extended his gratitude to all who supported him in his recent election to the Council. He acknowledged the public is seeking calm at Council meetings. Councilman D'Amato has raised concerns about the current Rules of Order governing the Council, deeming them inadequate.  He announced a fundraiser being organized by JK Realty for charity. Councilman D'Amato also reported on his outreach regarding the pressing issue of flooding along the Third River, having contacted Senator Cory Booker's office and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJ DEP).  He expressed appreciation for the helpfulness of the officials he spoke with. Councilman D’Amato inquired as to the cost of installing temporary flood barriers.  He addressed the need for affordable housing for seniors and commended the approval of a recent anti-hate resolution, helping to stop the harm that comes about from antisemitism and other biases.  Councilman D’Amato spoke about the success of the Empty Bowl event. He recognized Tiana Wortman for her inspiring efforts in advocating for Cottage Permits, acknowledging her dedication to improving the community. Lastly, he congratulated those who received beautification awards.

Councilman Gibson

Councilman D’Amato left the dais at 9:37 p.m.

Councilman Gibson extended warm wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving to the community. He shared the exciting news that a new Communications Manager will be joining the team on December 1, 2024. Councilman Gibson took a moment to congratulate the recent beautification award winners. He also highlighted the urgent need for an additional ambulance to better serve our community. In a positive development, the Administration has hired additional crossing guards, with plans to hire more in the near future.  Councilman Gibson expressed gratitude to the Jewish Center for its generous donations to worthy causes within the community.  He noted the bittersweet reality of the center's upcoming closure. Lastly, he read the latest recreation news.
Councilman D’Amato returned to the dais at 9:43 p.m.

Councilwoman Sadrakula

Councilwoman Sadrakula suggested an increase in the wattage of light poles throughout the City to improve visibility and safety. Additionally, she inquired about the date of the next Allwood Road project meeting. Councilwoman Sadrakula raised the question of obtaining audio from executive sessions. She acknowledged the unfortunate closing of the local Jewish center but expressed gratitude for their contributions to various worthy causes. Councilwoman Sadrakula stressed the need for budget meetings to be conducted more effectively. She voiced her support for an increase in staffing for the Fire Department and noted the necessity of scheduling a capital meeting with the bond committee. Councilwoman Sadrakula also suggested that all committee meetings be recorded. She thanked Ms. Wortman for providing valuable information regarding cottage permits and congratulated all the recipients of beautification awards.  Furthermore, she supported fostering two-way conversations between the public and council members. Councilwoman Sadrakula pointed out that issues related to zoning, building, and code enforcement have not been adequately resolved, and she brought attention to the recent opening of a Starbucks in the ON3 development, noting that the City lacks a developers' agreement for this establishment. Concerns were also raised about the status of the former Black Prince site, where work has stalled. She inquired about when the fire chief test would be administered and highlighted the success of Passaic in securing a $10 million grant for a parking garage, questioning why Clifton, which faces parking challenges as well, hasn't pursued similar funding opportunities.  Councilwoman Sadrakula extended her best wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving to all. She urged the public to review a recent transfer of funds prepared by the finance department.

Mayor Grabowski

Mayor Ray Grabowski extended congratulations to the recipients of this year's beautification awards. He also wished to express gratitude to the volunteers who contributed their time and effort to make  the Veterans Day parade a resounding success. Their commitment to honoring our veterans is commendable and deeply appreciated. In this moment of reflection, Mayor Grabowski offered his condolences to the Popewiny family on the passing of Lisa. He pointed out our losses remind us of the fragility of life and the importance of cherishing our loved ones. As Thanksgiving approaches, he encouraged everyone to take a moment to be thankful for family and to reflect on the blessings in our lives. 

CITY MANAGER RESPONSE TO COUNCIL

Councilman Latona – A meeting of the Subcommittee on Committees will be scheduled. Speed bumps were ordered. Will inform CFO of Comptroller quarterly reports. Santa run route will be on internet through GPS.

Councilman Kolodziej – RFP for a salary study will be going out shortly.

Councilman D’Amato – A meeting is scheduled with the DEP director. The permits he read at  his privilege tonight are not needed for the work. Congress will need to approve and allocate the funds to assign the Army Corp of Engineers to the Third River. Flood barriers can be reused at other locations.

Councilman Gibson – Will announce Communication Manager at the next meeting. Will meet with the police to add more crossing guards.

Councilwoman Sadrakula – PSE&G has been contacted regarding lighting. They are replacing current lighting with LED lighting in several areas. The project is ongoing. The County will be asked to set up a meeting for Allwood Rd. Fire test should be administered shortly.

RESOLUTIONS VOTED ON SEPERATELY

A Motion was made by Councilman Kolodziej, seconded by Councilman Latona and passed on roll call to vote on Resolution R533, Resolution R534 and Resolution R536 separately:

(6-1-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D’Amato, Councilwoman Pino and Mayor Grabowski voted aye. Councilwoman Sadrakula voted nay.

R533-24	Resolution Awarding Professional Financial Advisory Services Contract to Phoenix Advisors for Year 2025

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES CONTRACT TO PHOENIX ADVISORS FOR YEAR 2025
WHEREAS, under the direction of the Governing Body, the Office the Purchasing Agent obtained proposals for Professional Financial Advisory Services for calendar year 2024; and,

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent received four (3) proposals from 1) Phoenix Advisors, LLC, 2) NW Financial Group 3) Acacia Financial Group for the provision of said services; and

WHEREAS, after reviewing the proposals, the Governing Body wishes to award a contract to Phoenix Advisors LLCs of Bordentown, New Jersey for the provision of said services, based on their fee proposal of October 31,2024, and proven record with the City; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the action item approval on November 6,2024 council meeting Phoenix Advisors represents the most advantageous proposal to the City: and  

WHEREAS, for all transactional services relating to the sale of Bonds or Notes (Option 1), Phoenix Advisors proposes fees based on the par amount of Bonds or Notes issued according to the following schedule (unchanged from the prior year):
a) Fee per Bond Sale: $9,500.00 plus $0.50 per $1,000 issued 	
b) Fee per BAN Sale: $1,000.00 plus $0.25 per $1,000 issued
Fee to include Preliminary Official Statement -$2000 per BAN
Hourly rates for Chief Executive Officer, Managing Director and Associates vary from $145 to o$195 per hour
Term of the contract is for calendar year 2025; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a professional services contract for financial advisory services is hereby awarded to Phoenix Advisors, LLC, 625 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ 08505, in accordance with their proposal received on October 31,2024 in the amount as listed above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract on behalf of the City of Clifton, and that the original of this resolution and the contract above referred to be placed on file and made available for the inspection at the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Clifton; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no services and/or goods shall commence prior to issuance of a Purchase Order by the Finance Department.

--------------------

R534-24	Resolution Awarding Contract to Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP for Municipal Auditing Services for Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2024

 RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT TO LERCH, VINCI & BLISS, LLP FOR MUNICIPAL AUDITING AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2024

WHEREAS, under the direction of the Governing Body, the office of Purchasing Agent advertised the Request for Proposal (RFP) for Professional auditing and accounting services of Registered Municipal Accountant to perform certain professional auditing services as required by the Local Fiscal Affairs Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-1 et seq.; and 
WHEREAS, proposals for Municipal Auditor and Accounting Services were received from two firms by the submission deadline of October 31, 2024, as follows:
1. Hollman Frenia and Allison PC - $170,000.00
2. Lerch Vinci and Bliss LLP - $84,000.00 (Same as 2024)
WHEREAS, the proposal from Lerch Vinci and Bliss LLP represents the lowest Proposal for the required services; and
WHEREAS, Lerch, Vinci & Bliss, LLP is an accounting firm authorized by law to conduct a practice as Certified Public Accountants and Registered Municipal Accountants, recognized professionals, the practice of which are regulated by law; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Municipal Council desire to award a contract for the required professional services for the City of Clifton to Lerch, Vinci & Bliss, LLP for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2024; under the terms of the Federal Single Audit Act of 1984, at a fee not to exceed $84,000.00; and
WHEREAS, the cost associated with additional work as directed by the city will conform with its proposal submitted October 31,2024 and be paid accordingly; and
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a professional services contract for Auditing Services is hereby awarded to Lerch, Vinci & Bliss LLP, 17-17 Route 208, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 in accordance with its proposal obtained on October 31, 2024 at a fee not to exceed $84,000 without the adoption of supplemental resolutions; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract on behalf of the City of Clifton, and that the original of this resolution and the contract above referred to be placed on file and made available for inspection at the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Clifton; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no services and/or goods shall commence prior to issuance of a Purchase Order by the Finance Department.

--------------------------

R536-24	Resolution Awarding Professional Consulting Engineering Services Contract to Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. for Survey, Engineering, Permitting and Construction Support Services for Accessible Pathways in Various Parks	

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT TO SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. FOR SURVEY, ENGINEERING, PERMITTING AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES FOR ACCESSIBLE PATHWAYS IN VARIOUS PARKS

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton requires Professional Consulting Engineering Services for Survey, Engineering, Permitting and Construction Support Services for accessible pathways in various parks; and

WHEREAS, the Recreation Department currently has a contract with Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., with its original proposal, dated February 8, 2022; and

WHEREAS, the Recreation Department wishes to extend this contract, adding additional funds and additional parks to the project list; and

WHEREAS, the Recreation Supervisor recommends that a contract be awarded to Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. in accordance with its submitted proposal, dated October 16, 2024, in the amount of not to exceed $102,850.00 (excluding construction, administration and observation), including supplemental partial topographic survey, if needed, and including NJDEP FWW General Permit #17, if needed; and

WHEREAS, after reviewing the proposal and the recommendation of the Recreation Supervisor, the Municipal Council wishes to award a contract to Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. for the provision of said services, in the amount of not to exceed $102,850.00 (excluding construction, administration and observation), including supplemental partial topographic survey, if needed, and including NJDEP FWW General Permit #17, if needed; and

WHEREAS, the subject matter is professional services and may be awarded without public advertising for bids and bidding therefor under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, this award is of a non-fair and open contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5, and, therefore, the Business Entity Disclosure Certification has been received from the Recreation Supervisor and is incorporated into the contract awarded hereby, along with the Determination of Value; and

WHEREAS, the current value of the contract is determined to not to exceed $102,850.00, and the duration of the contract is until completion;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a Professional Consulting Engineering Services Contract for Survey, Engineering, Permitting and Construction Support Services for accessible pathways in various parks is hereby awarded to SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC, in accordance with its proposal dated October 16, 2024, in the amount not to exceed $102,850.00 (excluding construction, administration and observation), including supplemental partial topographic survey, if needed, and including NJDEP FWW General Permit #17, if needed, without the adoption of a supplemental resolution authorizing additional funding; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract on behalf of the City of Clifton, and that the original of this resolution and the contract above referred to be placed on file and made available for inspection at the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Clifton; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following short notice be printed once in a legal newspaper of the City of Clifton:

CITY OF CLIFTON
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

The City of Clifton has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:11-5(1)(a).  The contract and the resolution authorizing it are available for public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk. 

Awarded to:	Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Services:	Accessible Pathways 
Project:	Various Parks
Cost:		Not to exceed $102,850.00 (excluding construction, administration and 
                        observation), including supplemental partial topographic survey, if needed, and 
                        including NJDEP FWW General Permit #17, if needed	
Term:		Until completion

-------------------------------

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Pino.  With no second, this resolution will be put on the next meeting.

R539-24	Resolution Reappointing Joseph C. Kolodziej as one of Clifton's Representatives to and on the Passaic Valley Water Commission	

RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING JOSEPH C. KOLODZIEJ AS ONE OF CLIFTON’S REPRESENTATIVES TO AND ON THE PASSAIC VALLEY WATER COMMISSION

BE IT RESOLVED, that Joseph C. Kolodziej be and is hereby reappointed as one of Clifton’s representatives on the Passaic Valley Water Commission, for the term of four (4) years as provided by law, commencing on January 1, 2025.

RESOLUTIONS

November 18, 2024
		November 18, 2024

A Motion was made by Councilwoman Sadrakula, seconded by Councilman D’Amato and passed on roll call vote to move the group.

(7-0-0-0) Councilman Gibson, Councilman Kolodziej, Councilman Latona, Councilman D'Amato, Councilwoman Pino, Councilwoman Sadrakula and Mayor Grabowski voted aye.

R494-24	Resolution: Approve Claims List Resolution for the November 18, 2024, City Council Meeting
RESOLUTION
TO APPROVE
Claims to be paid the 
 Meeting of November 18, 2024
		
Resolved that all claims on the attached sheets are approved as reasonable	and proper claims against the City of Clifton.


	Current Fund
	
	
	 $              18,753,180.88 

	Grant Fund
	
	
	 $                    19,172.00 

	General Capital Fund
	
	
	 $                    18,069.82 

	Sewer Utility -Operating
	
	
	 $                    11,869.04 

	Sewer Utility-Capital
	
	
	 $                      3,015.97 

	Developers Escrow
	
	
	 $                      1,125.00 

	Dog Trust
	
	
	 $                      1,775.00 

	Revolving Loan Fund
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Police Extra Duty
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Trust Other
	
	
	 $                    15,842.78 

	Section 8 Public Housing
	
	
	 $                  239,428.67 

	Reserve for Housing
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Community Development
	
	
	 $                    50,909.95 

	Payroll Agency
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Tax Title Lien Redemption
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Affordable Housing
	
	
	 $                               -   

	
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Self Insurance
	
	
	 $                      1,783.49 

	Fire Dedicated Penalties
	
	
	 $                                           -   

	Revolving Loan Fund
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Tax Title Lien Redemption
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Unemployment Trust Fund
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Library
	
	
	 $                               -   

	General Liability Trust
	
	
	 $                    11,421.89 

	Workers Compensation Trust
	
	
	 $                    72,860.35 

	Trust Escrow
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Reserve for Housing
	
	
	 $                               -   

	Federal DOJ Forfeiture
	
	
	 $                               -   

	TOTAL CLAIMS
	
	
	 $                   19,200,454.84 



-------------------------

R524-24	Resolution - 2024 Budget Transfer Resolution - Municipal Budget	

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER
2024 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS
CURRENT FUND

WHEREAS, transfers between budget appropriations are permitted by N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 during the last two months of the fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, certain 2024 Municipal Budget Appropriations are expected to be insufficient to meet the expenditure requirements through the end of the fiscal year, and certain 2024 budget appropriations are expected to have funds available to offset these expenditure requirements;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Clifton, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, (not less than two-thirds thereof affirmatively concurring) that the transfers as listed between 2024 Municipal Budget Appropriations be made in the Current Fund:

Department		        	Account Number	 Amount – From:	Amount – To:

Health Care Waiver		01-201-23-221-111	$   20,000.00
Fuel Oil – Diesel		01-201-31-430-261	$ 100,000.00
Electricity			01-201-31-435-275				$  60,000.00
Street Lighting		01-201-31-435-275				$  60,000.00	
Roads Dept – OE		01-201-26-292-242	$   25,000.00
Roads Dept – OE		01-201-26-292-325	$     5,000.00
Building Dept (DPW) – OE 	01-201-26-290-405				$  30,000.00

			Total Transfer Amount:	$ 150,000.00		$ 150,000.00

--------------------

R525-24	Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Change Order No. 1 and Final - James Anzaldi Park Improvements	

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 AND FINAL
JAMES ANZALDI PARK IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2022, the City of Clifton adopted Resolution R596-22 awarding a contract to FLANAGAN CONTRACTING GROUP of HILLSBOROUGH, NJ, for the performance of certain public work and the furnishing of material, labor and equipment for JAMES ANZALDI PARK IMPROVEMENTS in the amount of $1,859,351.54; and

WHEREAS, regulations, adopted by the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, and dealing with “Contract Change Order” open-end contracts, etc., became effective on April 15, 1977; and

WHEREAS, the City Engineer has requested that a Change Order be made to the contract awarded to FLANAGAN CONTRACTING GROUP, in the amount of $35,368.17 a 1.90% Decrease as authorized by Resolution said being necessary for the proper completion of the project job; and

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton desires to comply with said regulations, and to the end herewith files with the Governing Body a report of the Engineering Department stating the facts involved and indicating that the proposed contract Change Order is necessary and should be approved and allowed; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer is not required to certify the availability of sufficient funds for the amendatory change for which authorization is requested in the amount of $35,368.17 a 1.90% DECREASE;

WHEREAS, the total contract amount is now $1,823,983.37.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the City of Clifton that the said amendatory Change Order be and the same is hereby ratified and payment therefore is hereby approved.

-------------------------

R526-24	Resolution Authorizing Final Payment - James Anzaldi Park Improvements - Flanagan Contracting Group	

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT
JAMES ANZALDI PARK IMPROVEMENTS
FLANAGAN CONTRACTING GROUP

WHEREAS, FLANAGAN CONTRACTING GROUP of Hillsborough, New Jersey, did complete JAMES ANZALDI PARK IMPROVEMENTS project in and for the City of Clifton for the total amount of	…………………………………………….$1,823,983.37

And previous payments on account of said total have been paid
in the amount of.	$1,783,090.48

Leaving this FINAL PAYMENT
of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $     40,892.89

WHEREAS, said work was authorized by contract duly awarded at a regular meeting of the Governing Body of the City of Clifton; and

WHEREAS, the Contractor has posted a Maintenance Bond, for a period of two years, in the amount of $182,398.33; and

WHEREAS, the City Engineer has inspected the work done and has determined that said work has been properly done and completed, to the best of his knowledge, in accordance with the terms and provisions of the contract as amended, if amended, and hereby recommends that the said work be accepted;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Clifton does hereby formally accept the work as shown as completed in this resolution and contract.

NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and he is authorized and directed to include the said claim totaling $40,892.89 on the claim list.

-------------------------

R527-24	Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Change Order No. 3 - James Anzaldi Park (Formerly Athenia Park) Fieldhouse - Thomas & Sons Builders LLC

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 3
JAMES ANZALDI PARK (FORMERLY ATHENIA PARK) FIELDHOUSE
 THOMAS & SONS BUILDERS LLC

WHEREAS, on June 15, 2021, the City of Clifton adopted Resolution R-274-21 awarding a contract to THOMAS & SONS BUILDERS LLC of NEW MILFORD, NEW JERSEY, for the performance of certain public work and the furnishing of material, labor and equipment for the JAMES ANZALDI PARK (FORMERLY ATHENIA PARK) FIELDHOUSE in the amount of $1,132,469.00; and

WHEREAS, regulations, adopted by the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, and dealing with “Contract Change Order” open-end contracts, etc., became effective on April 15, 1977; and

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2022, the City of Clifton adopted Resolution R209-22 authorizing a Change Order be made to the contract awarded to THOMAS & SONS BUILDERS LLC, in the amount of $10,824.35.00 a 0.96% Increase; and

WHEREAS, on March 21, 2023, the City of Clifton adopted Resolution R167-23 authorizing a Change Order be made to the contract awarded to THOMAS & SONS BUILDERS LLC, in the amount of $114,821.20 an 11.09% Cumulative Increase; and

WHEREAS, the City Engineer has requested that a third and final Change Order be made to the contract awarded to THOMAS & SONS BUILDERS LLC, in the amount of $29,936.96 a 13.74% Cumulative Increase as authorized by Resolution said being necessary for the proper completion of the project job; and

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton desires to comply with said regulations, and to the end herewith files with the Governing Body a report of the Engineering Department stating the facts involved and indicating that the proposed contract Change Order is necessary and should be approved and allowed; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of sufficient funds for the amendatory change for which authorization is requested in the amount of $29,936.96  a 13.74% CUMULATIVE INCREASE;

WHEREAS, the total contract amount is now $1,288,051.51.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Municipal Council of the City of Clifton that the said amendatory Change Order be and the same is hereby ratified and payment therefore is hereby approved.
-------------------------
	
R528-24	Resolution Authorizing Final Payment - James Anzaldi Park (Formerly Athenia Park) Field House - Thomas & Sons Builders, LLC	

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT
JAMES ANZALDI PARK (FORMERLY ATHENIA PARK) FIELDHOUSE
THOMAS & SONS BUILDERS LLC

WHEREAS, THOMAS & SONS BUILDERS LLC of New Milford, New Jersey, did complete JAMES ANZALDI PARK (FORMERLY ATHENIA PARK) FIELDHOUSE project in and for the City of Clifton for the total amount
of $ 1,288,051.51

And previous payments on account of said total have been paid
in the amount of.	$ 1,244,835.76

Leaving this FINAL PAYMENT
of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $      43,215.75

WHEREAS, said work was authorized by contract duly awarded at a regular meeting of the Governing Body of the City of Clifton; and

WHEREAS, the Contractor has posted a Maintenance Bond, for a period of two years, in the amount of $128,805.15; and

WHEREAS, the City Engineer has inspected the work done and has determined that said work has been properly done and completed, to the best of his knowledge, in accordance with the terms and provisions of the contract as amended, if amended, and hereby recommends that the said work be accepted;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Clifton does hereby formally accept the work as shown as completed in this resolution and contract.

NOW BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and he is authorized and directed to include the said claim totaling $43,215.75 on the claim list.

-------------------------

R529-24	Resolution Awarding Contract for 2024 NJDOT Sidewalk & Curb Improvements

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR
[bookmark: _Hlk109917797]2024 NJDOT SIDEWALK AND CURB IMPROVEMENTS

BE IT RESOLVED:  that the contract for the 2024 NJDOT SIDEWALK AND CURB IMPROVEMENTS be and the same is hereby awarded to GRANADA CONSTRUCTION of Newark, New Jersey, the low bidder meeting the specifications at a grand total bid price of $1,259,273.50, in accordance with bids received on October 22, 2024, and recommended by communication dated October 29, 2024 to the Mayor and Council; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  that the Mayor and City Clerk be and they are authorized and directed hereby to execute such contract, upon approval by the Law Department.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  that the required Certificate of Availability of Funds for the above contract has been obtained from the Chief Financial Officer of the City of Clifton.  

-------------------------
	
R530-24	Resolution to Award Contract to Fire & Safety Services, off of a Sourcewell National Cooperative Contract for One (1) 75' Enforcer HD Ladder Quint and Two (2) Identical Saber Pumpers

RESOLUTION TO AWARD CONTRACT TO FIRE & SAFETY SERVICES, 
OFF OF A SOURCEWELL NATIONAL COOPERATIVE CONTRACT FOR 
ONE (1) 75’ ENFORCER HD LADDER QUINT AND TWO (2) IDENTICAL SABER PUMPERS

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton is allowed to participate in inter-local purchasing systems per N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2 (b) P.L. 2011, c.139 which was enacted into law permitting agencies to utilize cooperative purchasing agreements with other states; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to resolution R274-18, adopted June 19, 2018, the City of Clifton is a member of Sourcewell National Cooperative, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2, and LFN 2012-10; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution R482-24 of October 15, 2024, an advertisement was placed in the Herald News on October 24,2024, to announce the City’s interest in utilizing the Sourcewell national cooperative for one (1) 75’ ENFORCER HD LADDER QUINT AND TWO (2) IDENTICAL SABER PUMPERS, for a total not to exceed amount of 1,512,430.64 and $1,926,420.00 respectively via Sourcewell contract number # 113021-OKC-1, which was awarded to Pierce Manufacturing Inc., 2600 American Drive, Appleton, WI 54914, to be furnished and delivered by the above manufacturer’s authorized dealer, Fire & Safety Services, LTD., located at 200 Ryan Street, South Plainfield NJ 07080; and

WHEREAS, the current contract term for Sourcewell contract #113021-OKC-1 for Firefighting Apparatus and Fire Service Vehicles expires on February 10, 2026; and


WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent is satisfied with the procurement process conducted by Sourcewell, and the contract which was awarded to Pierce Manufacturing Inc., 2600 American Drive, Appleton, WI 54914, to be furnished and delivered by the above manufacturer’s authorized dealer, Fire & Safety Services, LTD., located at 200 Ryan Street, South Plainfield NJ 07080, and the vendor’s New Jersey State required documentation as submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent followed all applicable guidelines stipulated by the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services as outlined in Local Finance Notice 2012-10, and finds all is in compliance with the guidance in LFN 2012-10, pursuant to the proposal submitted, and is in concurrence with the Fire Chief to recommend award of the same; and
 
WHEREAS, there were no rejections made by any New Jersey contractors/vendors by the October 4,2024 comment deadline; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to said Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et. seq., the Municipal Council wishes to authorize the aforesaid mentioned purchase and delegate the power to make the same to the following named official: Amisha J. Jariwala, Purchasing Agent; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Municipal Council of 
the City of Clifton, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The City of Clifton is authorized to award said one (1) new Custom Pumper Fire Apparatus pursuant to Sourcewell contract number #113021-OKC.
2. The proposal submitted by Fire & Safety Services, LTD. for the procurement of one (1) 75’ ENFORCER HD LADDER QUINT AND TWO (2) IDENTICAL SABER PUMPERS for a total not to exceed amount of $3,438,850.64 is hereby awarded.
3. Regarding Fund Certification, funds are available under the following account number: 
04-215-55-973-301 -Bond Ordinance

-------------------------
	
R531-24	Resolution Authorizing Advertisement for Bids for Spanish Interpreting Services for the Clifton Municipal Court	

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID FOR
SPANISH INTERPRETING SERVICES FOR THE CLIFTON MUNICIPAL COURT

WHEREAS, the Municipal Court have need of Spanish Interpreting Services; and

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton Municipal Court has requested the City Purchasing Agent advertise for and receive bids for the providing of the above-mentioned Spanish Interpreting Services as the current contract expires December 31, 2021; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Municipal Council of the City of Clifton, that the Purchasing Agent is authorized to advertise a Notice to Bidders and to receive public bids for the goods and services described herein. 

------------------------

R532-24	Resolution Authorizing Permission to Advertise for Bids for Computer Components (Management Information Systems) for the City of Clifton

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PERMISSION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS
FOR COMPUTER COMPONENTS (MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS)
FOR THE CITY OF CLIFTON

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have previously authorized advertising for bids, and awarded contracts to enable the City of Clifton Management Information System Department to procure Computer Components and related parts and services as needed; and

WHEREAS, the contract for the above computer components and related parts and services shall expire December 31, 2024, with no further statutorily compliant extension options available; and

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton Management Information System Department  has an ongoing need for the above goods and services, and as such the City Purchasing Agent requests to advertise for and receive bids for the providing of the aforementioned; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Municipal Council of the City of Clifton that the Purchasing Agent is authorized to advertise a Notice to Bidders and to receive public bids for the goods and services described therein; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Notice to Bidders shall be published once in a legal newspaper of the City of Clifton no later than the last Municipal Council meeting in December, in accordance with N.J.SA. 40A:11-1 et seq.
---------------------

R535-24	Resolution Awarding Professional Bond Counsel Services Contract to McManimon, Scottland & Baumann, LLC for 2025	

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL BOND COUNSEL SERVICES CONTRACT TO MCMANIMON, SCOTLAND & BAUMANN LLC FOR 2025

WHEREAS, under the direction of the Governing Body, the Office the Purchasing Agent received two (2) proposals from Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer and McManimon, Scotland & Bauman LLC. for the provision of said services; and,

WHEREAS, after reviewing the proposals and pursuant to November 6,2024 council meeting approval, the Governing Body wishes to award a contract to McManimon, Scotland & Bauman LLC for the provision of said services, in accordance with its proposal received on October 31,2024; and, 

WHEREAS, the proposed fees from McManimon, Scotland & Bauman LLC are as follows:

· Fee Per Bond Ordinance Preparation	$600.00 for single purpose issue or $600.00 for Multipurpose issue
· Fee Per Bond Sale		$4,500.00 plus $1.00 per $1,000.00 Issued for first $15M
$0.75 per $1000.00 Issued in excess of $15M
· Fee Per BAN Sale		$2,500.00 plus $0.50 per $1,000.00 Issued for first $15M
$0.40 per $1000.00 Issued in excess of $15M
· Hourly Rate for the Services	$155.00 to $225.00 per hour
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a professional services contract for bond counsel services is hereby awarded to McManimon, Scotland & Bauman LLC, 75 Livingston Avenue, Second Floor, Roseland, NJ 07068 in accordance with its proposal received on October 31,2024; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract on behalf of the City of Clifton, and that the original of this resolution and the contract above referred to be placed on file and made available for the inspection at the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Clifton; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no services and/or goods shall commence prior to the issuance of a Purchase Order by the Finance Department

-------------------------

R537-24	Resolution of Congratulations Upon Retirement - Arthur B. Weber	

RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS UPON RETIREMENT
FIREFIGHTER
ARTHUR B. WEBER

WHEREAS, November 1, 2024, Firefighter, Arthur B. Weber, officially retired from his position with the City of Clifton; and

WHEREAS, he was appointed as a Firefighter on September 20, 2001, and his retirement will conclude a twenty-three-year career in service to the public and the City of Clifton; and

WHEREAS, throughout his career, he has always displayed an attitude of professionalism and dedication to duty; and

WHEREAS, he has been a credit to the City of Clifton during this time, and this Governing Body wishes to acknowledge his service to the City; 
	
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Members of the Municipal Council of the City of Clifton do hereby extend to

FIREFIGHTER
ARTHUR B. WEBER
                                          
their sincere congratulations and thanks for a job well done, as well as their best wishes for continued good health, peace and happiness in his retirement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread upon the minutes of this meeting, and a copy thereof presented to ARTHUR B. WEBER.

-------------------------

R538-24	Resolution for Reappointment of Members to the Clifton CA-TV Committee

RESOLUTION FOR REAPPOINTMENT OF 
MEMBERS TO THE CLIFTON CA-TV COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Clifton, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey are in receipt of a reappointment form for the Clifton CA-TV Committee recommending reappointment of George Silva, Justine Paitchell, Chris Liszner and Kevin Kurnath; and

WHEREAS, said members’ term will expire on December 31, 2024; and

WHEREAS, said members are being reappointed to said committee for a term of three years commencing January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2027;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Municipal Council of the City of Clifton, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey that the above-mentioned members of the Clifton CA-TV Committee be and are hereby reappointed for a three-year term, commencing on January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2027.
-------------------------

R540-24	Resolution for Reappointment of Members to the Clifton Beautification Committee

RESOLUTION FOR REAPPOINTMENT OF 
MEMBERS TO THE CLIFTON BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Clifton, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey are in receipt of a reappointment form for the Clifton Beautification Committee recommending reappointment of Angela Montague, Barbara Watterston and Alessia Eramo; and

WHEREAS, said members’ term will expire on December 31, 2024; and

WHEREAS, said members are being reappointed to said committee for a term of three years commencing January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2027;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Municipal Council of the City of Clifton, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey that the above-mentioned members of the Clifton Beautification Committee be and are hereby reappointed for a three-year term, commencing on January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2027.

-------------------------

R541-24	Resolution Approving Amendments to Community Development Block Grant Program Budget Amendment No. B-24-MC-34-0103 Transfer of Funds from Senior Citizen Transportation Yr. 50 to St. Peter's Homeless Program Yr. 50	

RESOLUTION APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO COMMUNITY
 DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM BUDGET 
AMENDMENT NO. B-24 MC-34-0103 TRANSFER OF
 FUNDS FROM SENIOR CITIZEN TRANSPORTATION YR. 50 TO ST. PETER’S HOMELESS PROGRAM YR. 50

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton is an entitlement community under the Federal Community Development Block Grant Program; and

WHEREAS, as the City Council previously adopted resolutions approving the Community Development Block Grant Program for various prior years; and

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton now finds a need to transfer funds between Yr. 50 CDBG funds; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Clifton that the said amendments as reflected on the attached schedule be and hereby are approved.
	
Certification/Transfer of Funds from:
					
17-201-20-117-201 Yr. 50 Senior Citizen Transportation		  $18,000.00		

To:  17-201-20-117-NEW	Yr. 50 St. Peter’s Haven Homeless Outreach	  $18,000.00	

-------------------------

R542-24	Resolution Condemning All Forms of Hate in the City of Clifton	

RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ALL FORMS OF HATE IN THE CITY OF CLIFTON
WHEREAS “hate” in any form, including but not limited to, hate based crimes, threatens the integrity of our diverse and inclusive community, and must be identified, condemned, and eliminated;
WHEREAS, in 2022, New Jersey reported a record high of 2,211 bias incidents, a 17% increase from 2021, reflecting a significant rise in acts motivated by hate and bias;
WHEREAS, in both 2021 and 2022, Black individuals were the most frequently targeted victims of bias incidents, the Jewish community faced the highest rate of religious-based attacks, and the Hispanic/Latino community was the most frequently targeted ethnic group;
WHEREAS, the 2023 data shows that anti-Black bias accounted for 34% of all reported bias motivations in New Jersey, with anti-Jewish bias accounting for 22%, alongside a significant increase in anti-Muslim and anti-Arab bias incidents by 75% and 70%, respectively;
WHEREAS, schools and educational institutions in New Jersey, including elementary, secondary, and higher education, have seen a disturbing rise in bias incidents, increasing the threat to safe and equitable learning environments for students;
WHEREAS, the City of Clifton, as part of New Jersey's diverse population, strives to be a community where all residents—regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, or disability—can live free from fear, intimidation, and violence;
WHEREAS, hate and bias crimes have a harmful impact not only on individual victims but on the entire community, causing division, mistrust, and fear;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Clifton:
1. Condemns all forms of hate, including but not limited to: racism, antisemitism, Islamophobia, xenophobia, transphobia, homophobia, sexism, and ableism.
2. Affirms its commitment to protect all residents from acts of bias, hatred, and discrimination by supporting policies, programs, and partnerships that promote diversity, equity, inclusion, and safety for all.
3. Supports the development and implementation of educational programs in Clifton’s schools and community institutions to raise awareness about bias and hate, foster mutual respect, and teach prevention strategies.
4. Encourages collaboration between local law enforcement, the County Prosecutor, and the Attorney General’s office to ensure thorough investigation and prosecution of all hate crimes in accordance with New Jersey’s bias intimidation laws.
5. Endorses public awareness initiatives, like the “No Hate in the Garden State” campaign, to encourage reporting of bias incidents and hate crimes while fostering a message of inclusivity and respect.
6. Reaffirms the City of Clifton’s commitment to being an inclusive, welcoming community, and condemns all acts of discrimination that threaten the values of equality and justice for all; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be a testament to Clifton’s ongoing fight against hate in all its forms, and its dedication to building a safer, more unified community.
-------------------------

R543-24	Resolution Authorizing Submission of a Grant Proposal to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 2025 Transportation Improvements Special Grant - State Legislative Appropriations by the City of Clifton for Purchase of an Accessible Health Department Social Services Bus

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT PROPOSAL TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 2025 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS SPECIAL GRANT – STATE LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATIONS BY THE CITY OF CLIFTON FOR PURCHASE OF AN ACCESSIBLE HEALTH DEPARTMENT-SOCIAL SERVICES BUS
WHEREAS, the City of Clifton desires to apply for and obtain a formula grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 2025 State Legislative Appropriations Fund, Application Number 2025-09144-0637, for approximately $150,000.00 for the purchase of an accessible modified bus for use by the Health and Social Services Departments;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,
1) That the City of Clifton does hereby authorize the application for such a grant; and
2) 	Recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of the agreement between the City of Clifton and the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures appear below are authorize the City of Clifton officials to sign the application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith.

----------------------------

R544-24	Resolution Authorizing Readvertisement for RFP's for Revaluation of Commercial, Residential and Real Properties Within the City of Clifton	

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RE-ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFPS FOR REVALUATION OF COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, AND REAL PROPERTIES WITHIN THE CITY OF CLIFTON

WHEREAS, the City of Clifton advertised the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Revaluation of Commercial, Residential, and Real Properties within the City of Clifton, through the process of Competitive Contracting, with the submission due date of November 14, 2024, at 11:00 a.m.; and

WHEREAS, two firms, Appraisal Systems Inc. (Morristown, NJ) and Tyler Technologies Inc. (Moraine, OH), requested the specifications for the project from the Purchasing Office; and

WHEREAS, despite the interest and notification of qualified firms, no bids were received by the designated due date of November 14, 2024, at 11:00 a.m.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Clifton, New Jersey, as follows:

1. The City of Clifton shall re-advertise the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Revaluation of Commercial, Residential, and Real Properties within the City of Clifton, through the Competitive Contracting process.
2. The Purchasing Office is hereby authorized to publish a notice for the re-advertising of the RFP and to establish a new due date and time for the submission of proposals.
3. The Purchasing Office is directed to ensure that all qualified firms, as well as other potential bidders, are notified of the re-advertisement and the new submission deadline.
4. The City Clerk is authorized and directed to take any necessary steps to effectuate the re-advertisement process in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Notice to bidders shall be published once in the legal newspaper of the City of Clifton, in accordance with N.J.SA. 40A:11-1 et seq.
-------------------------


R545-24	Late - Resolution to Transfer 2024 Budget Appropriations - Current Fund

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER
2024 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS
CURRENT FUND

WHEREAS, transfers between budget appropriations are permitted by N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 during the last two months of the fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, certain 2024 Municipal Budget Appropriations are expected to be insufficient to meet the expenditure requirements through the end of the fiscal year, and certain 2024 budget appropriations are expected to have funds available to offset these expenditure requirements;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Clifton, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, (not less than two-thirds thereof affirmatively concurring) that the transfers as listed between 2024 Municipal Budget Appropriations be made in the Current Fund:

Department		        	Account Number	 Amount – From:	Amount – To:

Telephone – OE		01-201-31-440-268				$ 20,000.00
Sanitation – OE		01-201-32-465-503	$ 20,000.00

			Total Transfer Amount:	$ 20,000.00		$ 20,000.00

-----------------------

R546-24	Executive Session

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION

WHEREAS, the Municipal Council deems it essential in the furtherance of the public interest, to discuss, in closed session, as expressly permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, the following subject(s), to wit:

CON-1  FMBA Negotiations

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public shall be excused and excluded from that portion of the Council’s meeting to be held on November 18, 2024, at which time, said subject(s) shall be discussed; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the discussion held at such closed session can be disclosed to the public on or about the time the matter is concluded.

LICENSES

L-1	Lakeview Bagels & Deli

RESOLUTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE APPLICATION OF LAKEVIEW BAGEL & DELI LLC
T/A LAKEVIEW BAGELS & DELI
for permission to conduct a CATERER/BAKERY/MILK-CONTINUED USE
for a period ending January 31, 2025, on the premises known as:
78 LAKEVIEW AVE CLIFTON, NJ 07011
be and the same is hereby approved and licenses so issued in the compliance with the approval of the Board of Health, Fire Department, Police and Zoning Officer.



ADJOURNMENT

Upon a Motion made by Councilwoman Sadrakula, seconded by Councilman D’Amato, the meeting was adjourned at 10:08 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

 
____________________________
Nancy Ferrigno, City Clerk				
								________________________________
								Raymond Grabowski, Mayor
